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MEMOIRS 
oF 


LIEUT. GEN. SIR RALPH ABERCROMBIE. 


AVING in our laft Number furnifhed our rea- 

ders with a Sketch of the Duke oF York: 
we now proceed to notice an officer who, next to his 
Royal Highnefs, has the principal command of the army 
deftined for the reduétion of Holland! There isa pro- 
priety in fuch a fucceffion of charaéters, on whom the 
public eye is now intent ; and who are, indeed, en- 
gaged in an undertaking the moft important of all the 
events which the prefent melancholy conteft has pro- 
duced. Whilft the war continues, curiofity muft coz- 
tinue to be excited, and our endeavours {hall be un- 
ceafing for its gratification. Memoirs are always inte- 
refting, provided the fubje€t is well chofen, and the 
incidents properly arranged. We feel a fympathy in 
the perufal of fuch kind of narratives, and, accordingly, 
pieces of biography have at all times been held in high 
eftimation. 

SiR RALPH ABERCROMBIE js a native of North 
Britain, and of a very refpeétable family. He has fe- 
veral brothers, fume of whom have diftinguifhed them- 
felves on the theatre of public life. One of bis brothers 
was killed at the battle of Bunker’s Hill, near Bofton, 
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in America, in which many brave officers were loft to 
their country. 

The fubje&t of our Memoirs entered the army about 
the year 1756, and in the year 1760 he was made Lieu. 
tenant, a promotion which his early merit fecured to 
him. He became Lieutenant-colonel in 1773, and was 
conftituted Major Generalin 1787. From thefe feveral 
advancements, it appears that he paffed regularly 
through the gradations which are neceffary for emi- 
nence in a military ftation. The time intervening 
between the appointments, muft have given him an ex- 
cellent opportunity for acquiring {kill in his profeffion. 

In the year 1793, we have been credibly informed 
he attained to his prefent rank of Lreutenant-general, 
a ftation in which he has acquitted himfelf with a con- 
fiderable degree of approbation. From this period it 
feems that his talents have been peculiarly called forth 
into exercife, and his conduét has juftified the expedta- 
tions of thofe individuals to whofe patronage he is in- 
debted for his promotions. At the commencement of 
the prefent war, he went over with the Duke of 
York, and aéted under him with uncommon zeal and 
ability. Were we to enter into particulars, various 
engagements might be fpecified in which his bravery 
was manifefted. Unintimidated he faced the foe, nor 
did any one nerve remain unexerted for the acquifition 
of viétory. Succefs, however, is not always attendant 
on the brave; but the brave endeavour to deferve that 
fuccefs which the fortune of war fometimes denies. 

Before we quit this part of our Memoir, it may be 
proper juft to mention, that at the conclufion of the 
campaign, when the Duke of York was unfortunate, 
Sin Ratpu ABERCROMBIE had configned to him 
the fick and wounded of every defcription. The mul- 
tiplied horrors of war cannot be fully imagined. The 
havoc and deftruétion fcattered around by the inftru- 
ments of death, muft be inconceivable. No perfon car 
properly conceive the ftate of an army after an unfuc- 
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cefsful campaign, except he become an eye-witnefs of 
its miferable condition. To alleviate thete diftreffes 
was the peculiar province, at that period, of this hu- 
mane officer. His attention, we underftand, on this 
oceafion, to the wants and neceflities of the army, in 
general, was very great, and is deferving of our 
warmeft applaufe. 

In 1795, Str RALPH was appointed to undertake 
many commiffions inthe Weft Indies ; expeditions to 
various parts were planned and executed by him with 
ability, Many of the iflands were witneffes of the ftea- 
dinefs and perfeverance which he difplayed in the fer- 
vice of his country. ° 

Upon his return home, he was foon deftined to allay 
the difcontents of unhappy Ireland. We mean not to 
enter into the hiftory of the rife and progrefs of the re- 
bellion in that kingdom. But we may fay, and juftice 
requires it fhould be faid, that SrR RALPH ABER- 
CROMBIE exerted his utmoft efforts to effect the ref 
toration of tranquillity. He was unwearied in his at- 
tempts to conciliate the minds of that diftraéted people, 
by calling them to their duty ; an office, on any occa 
fion, honourable to humanity. 

The prefent expedition to Holland, defigned to re- 
duce the Dutch to their former allegiance to the Prince 
of Orange, is a great undertaking. To Str RALPH 
ABERCROMBIE was the execution of this plan con- 
fided ; and under his immediate eye, was the firft de- 
barkation of 12,000 troops, Auguft 27, at the He/der, 
effected. We recollect reading the difpatches on that 
bufinefs, and we remarked his concern for the lofs of 
feveral individuals who perifhed on that cccafion. He 
particularly mentions how much he was affeéted at 
feeing the boats overfet ; not being able to afford any 
affiftance to thefe unfortunate pertons. Indeed nothing 
can be more afflictive to a man of fenfibility, than to 
perceive his fellow-creatures miferavle, and yet not pof- 
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fefs the means of affording them fuccour, when that fuc- 
cour is moft wanted. 

In the unfortunate affair of the 19th of laft month, 
it muft be remembered that this excellent officer was 
victorious, though he was afterwards obliged to relin- 
quith the advantages he had gained. This affords no 
ground for cenfure; it was the fortune of war, againf 
which no mortal can provide ! 

The loffes of that day, however, were redeemed by 
the aétion of the 2d of O&ober, in which the fubjeét 
of our Memoir bore a moft diftinguifhed part. The 
battle (horrible to think) lafted from fix o’clock in the 
morniffg till fix in the evening. During this interval 
he was unceafing in his activity, and contriduted, in an 
eminent degree, to the fuccefs of this bloody conteft. He 
is {poken of by the DuKeE of York, in the Gazette, 
in terms of the moft unreferved approbation. The pa- 
negyric, indeed, is likewife extended to lieutenant-ge- 
neral Dundas, in conjunétion with himfelf, and is too 
remarkable to be here omitted: 

“ The points where this well fought battle was prin- 
cipally contefted, were (fays-His Royal Highnefs) from 
the fea-fhore, in front of Egmont, extending along the 
fandy defert or hills, to the heights above Bergen ; and 
it was fuftained by the BririsH COLUMNS, under the 
command of thofe Aighly difinguifhed officers Sir 
RatpH ABERCROMBIE, and Lieutenant-general 
Dundas, whofe exertions, as well as the gallantry of 
the brave troops they led, cannot have been furpafed 
by any former infance of BRITISH VALOUR.” 

Before we clofe this Sketch, it may be proper to 
mention, that this great officer appears to have been in 
the very heat of the engagement—for he had ¢qwo hor/es 
Shot under him! How imminent, therefore, muft have 
been his danger! How much would it have been re- 
gretted, had the future fervices of this brave general 
been loft to his country! His efcape then is moft un- 
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doubtedly a matter of rejoicing, and we congratulate 
the public on the event. Long may he live, and ex- 
tenfive may be his ufefulnefs in advancing the true 
welfare and real profperity of Britain! 

Such is our brief Memoir of Sin RALPH ABER- 
CROMBIE, whofe talents and virtues every impartial 
reader muft applaud. We moft fincerely regret the 
flaughter by which the reduction of Holland is attended. 
But we are not fo unjuft as to deny the tribute of ap- 
plaufe tothe merits of an officer, who by his courage 
and {kill on other great occafions, has enfured to him- 
felf our admiration. 

—— 
THE REFLECTOR. 
(No. XXXII] 
THE EPODES OF HORACE. 

Defcend from Heav’n, and in a lengthen’d ftrain, 

Queen of melodious founds, and long maintain 

dr on the voice, high-rais’d, the breathing flute, 

The lyre gf golden tone, or {weet Phzebean lute. 

Hark ! the celeftial voice I raptur’d hear! 

Or, does a fweet enthufiaim charm mine ear? 
Thro’ hallow’d groves I ftray, where ftreams beneath, 

from lucid fountains flow, and zephyrs balmy breathe. 

HoRACE. 
PON the Odes of Horace we have already, at 
fome length, defcanted. ‘Their nature and ten- 

dency were explained, nor were their merits difre- 
garded. The high and lofty tone which this kind of 
poetry affumes, was alfo mentioned; and fpecimens 
brought forward for the inftruétion and entertainment 
of our readers. 

We now, therefore, proceed to the Epodes, between 
which and the Odes little difference obtains. The for- 
mer are rather upon a lower key, but yet full of beau- 
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riful ftrokes and excellent olen They breathe the 
fame divine fpirit by which the cther works of Horace 
are impregnated, and for which they have always been 
fo much and fojuftly admired. 

It is amufing to examine the various conjectures 
which the learned have offered on the origin of the term 
Epode. That it is involved in a degree of obfeurity 
mutt be confeffed ; but we have diverted ourfelves by 
recolleéting the la byrinths of controverfy in which the 
enquire r has b been a involved, 





adie. ee in the fiett « ten of them a 
sa longer; but this trait, in general, 
all kinds of poetry. Others tay, that as the 
grecian mere ofed the fone fo, in Latin poetry, the 
fenfe is here concluded by the fhort verfe, which fol- 
Jows the piney But this is not true in faét. The 
Grecians, indeed, divided their ode into three parts, 
Strophe, Antifirophe, and Epode; but the Latins have 
no fugh parts in their poems. We may therefore 
fairly infer, that the Romans had no right to the title 
which. is bere adopted. 

A commentator of Horace, however, has difplayed 
critical fagacity in wifely fuppofing that the term 
aide is given to this book, ‘becaufe fome exceptionable 
pieces are contained init. But furely this is a reafon 
which can by no means Bas admitted ; for the repro- 
bated parts are not fo numerous as to entitle this part of 
the Poet’s writings to fo onli’ infamy. 

Mr. Francis, the ingenious tranflator of Ho- 
RACE, fuggetts, with great probability, that thefe 
Odes were colleéted after our Poet’s death, and added 
to his other productions. Hence they were called 
Epodes, ov th e EBook after the Odes. This circum. 
fiance alfy, in his « pinion ; Sen ints for its inequality, a 
trait by whict it indoubtedly ftands charaéterized, 
There are, notw vitht tanding, many very pleafing parts; 
in which the playfulnefs and hilarity of the Poet are dif- 
cernible. 
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cernible. Every claffic reader of tafte will admit the 
trutn of our obfervation, which, indeed, cannot be fe- 
rioufly difputed, 

A variety of paffages from the Epodes might de fe- 
jected 5 but we will confine ourfelves to ONE ENTIRE 
Epope, from which it will appear that our commen- 
datory remarks are not without foundation. 

The fecond Epode is entitled The Praifes of a Coun- 
iry Life; a favourite topic with the poets in all ages 
and all nations of the world. We will feleét it in dil- 
tint paffages, that its beauties may be more apparent 
to the eye. 

The happinefs of fuch a life is thus defcribed at the 
commencement of the peem: 


Like the firft mortals, d/e/? is HE, 

From debts, and mortgages, and bufinefs free; 
With his own team, who plows the foil, 
Which grateful once confefs’d his father’s toil ; 
The founds of war nor break his fleep, 

Nor the rough ftorm that harrows up the deep; 
He fthuns the courtier’s haughty doors, 

And the loud fcience of the bar abjures. 


The employments of the rural character are then thus 
pleafingly delineated : 
Sometimes his marriageable vines 
Around the lofty bridegroom elm he twinesy 
Or lops the vagrant boughs away, 
Ingrafting better as the old decay; 
Or in the vale, with joy furveys 
His lowing herd fafe wand’ring as they graze, 
Or careful ftores the flowing gold, 
Preit from the hive, or cheers his tender fold ; 
Or when with various fruits o’er-fpread, 
The mellow autumn lifts his bounteous head, 
His grafted pears or grapes that vie 
With the rich purple of the Tyrian dye, 
Grateful he gathers, and repays 
His guardian Gods on their own feftal days; 
Sometimes 
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joyments; he then, with exquilite delicacy, comp 
ments Dome/ftic Life in thefe animated ftrains : 


Sometimes beneath an ancient fhade, 
Or on the matted grafs fupinely laid, 
Where pours the mountain ftream along, | 

And feather’d warblers chaunt the foothing fong ; 
Ox where the lucid fountain flows, 

And with its murmurs courts him to repofe. 


The Poet next proceeds to fpecify the Amufements of 
the Field, which have always been in great repute, with 
the more rural claffes of fociety : 


But when the rain and fnows appear, 

And wintry Jove loud thunders o’er the yeary 
With hounds he drives into the toils 

The foaming boar, and triumphs in his fpoils ; 
Or for the greedy thrufh he lays 

His nets, and with delufive baits betrays ; 
Artful he fets the fpringing fnare, 

To catch the ftranger crane, or tim’rous hare. 





Having thus fketched, with mafterly hand, thefe en 


But if a chafte and virtuous wife 

Affift him in the tender cares of life ; 

Of fun-burnt charms, but honeft fame, 

(Such as the Sabine or Apulian dame) 

Fatigu’d, when homeward he returns, 

The facred fire with cheerful luftre burns ; 

Or if fhe milk her {welling kine, 

Or in their folds bis happy flocks confine ; 

While unbought dainties crown the feait, 

And lufcious wines from this year’s vintage preft. 
—No more fhould curious oyfters pleafe, 

Or fith, the luxury of foreign feas, 

(If eaftern tempetts, thund’ring o’er 

The wintry wave, fhall drive them to our fhore ;) 
Or wild-fowl, of delicious tafte, 

From diitant climates brought to crown the feaft, 
Shall e’er fo grateful prove tome, 

As olives gather’d from the unctuous tree ; 
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And herbs that love the flow’ry field, 
And cheerful health, with pure digeftion yield ; 
Or fatling, on the feftal day, 

Or kid, juft refcu’d from fome beaft of prey. 
Amid the feaft, how joys he to behold 

His well-fed flocks home hafting to their fold ; 
Ox fee his labour’d oxen how 

Their languid necks, and drag th’ inverted plow 3 
At pight his num’rous flaves to @ew 

Round his domeftic gods their mirth purfue ! 


The conclufion of this Epode is fingular ; for though 
the reader all along imagines that Horace himfelf 
{peaks, yet, at the clofe, it comes out, that it is the lan- 
guage of an xz/urer, who, after having thus fweerly 


' enumerated the p/ea/ures of a country life, and even 


determined upon the enjoyment of them, repents of his 
refolution. ‘The Poet thus convevs a lively idea of the 
pitiful foul of a mifer, who denies himfelf joys which 
his wealth has enabled him to participate : 


The us’rER fpcke ; determin’d to begin 
A country life, he calls his money in; 
But ere the moon was in her wane, 

The wretcu had put it out to w/é again! 


Such is the Second Epode, and it is a fair fpecimen of 
this kind of poetry. The fame eafe, the fame fim- 
plicity are apparent, for which all of Horace’s pro- 
ductions are diftinguifhed. 

Thefe Epodes are feventeen in number, and their 
fubjeéts can boaft of variety. The Fifth, on the Witch 
Canidia; the Seventh, to the Roman People; and the 
Thirteenth, to One of his Friends, are all curious in 
their kind. The myfterious horrors of necromancy ; 
the infamous thirft for war which chara¢terized the 
conquerors of the world, and the tender afpirations of 
friendfhip, here rife to our minds with peculiar granr 
deur and fublimity. A poet always difplays the fupe- 
tiority of his tafte in two particulars; the choice of his 
fubjeét 
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fubjeé& and the manner in which it is executed. Here 
then let it be remembered, that HoRACE, with a very 
few exceptions, fhines unrivalled; for the foundnefs of 
his judgment and the delicacy of his tafte have long 
been the theme of admiration. To relith fuch writings 
may be deemed no inconfiderable teft of our mental 
improvement. 





- 
GOSSIPIANA. 


(No. XXXIV.] 
VOLTAIRE. 


WEN a candle burns and gives light to a houfe, | 


many wonderful things contribute to the phz- 


nomenon. The fat of the animal is the work of the f 


Creator, or the wax of the bee is made by his teach. 
ing ; the wick is from the vegetable wool of a fingular 
exotic tree, much labour of man is concerned in the 


compofition, and the elements that inflame it, are thofe § 


by which the world is governed. But after all this ap- 
paratus, a child ora fool may put it out ; and then boatt 
that the family are left in darknefs, and are running 
againft one another. Such is the mighty atchievementot 
Mr. Voltaire as to religion; but with this difference, 
that what is rea/ darkne/s is by him called s/lumenation, 
and there is no other between the two cafes. 


LORD BACON. 
Lorp Bolingbroke tells us, in his Idea of a Patriot 


King, that there is not a more profound, nor a finer 
obfervation in all Lord Bacon’s works, than the fol- 
jowing :—We muft choofe betimes fuch virtuous ob- 
jeéts as are proportioned to the means we have of pur- 
fuing them, and belong particularly to the ftations we 
are in, and the duties of thofe ftations. We mutt de- 








termine and fix our minds in fuch a manner upon — 
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that the purfuit of them may become the duf/nefs and 
the attainment of them, the ezd of our whole lives. 
Thus fhall we imitate the great operations of nature ; 
sand not the feeble, flow, and imperfect operations of 

art. We muft not proceed in forming the moral cha- 
raéter, as a ftatuary proceeds in forming a ftatue, who 

works fometimes on the face, fometimes on one part, 
and fometimes on another ; but we muft proceed, and 
it is in our power to proceed, as nature does, in forming 
jaflower or any other of her productions ; rudimenta 
| partium omnium fimul parit et producit; the throws out 
| altogether, and at once, the whole fyftem of every being, 
) and the rudiments of all the parts. 


EPIGRAM. 


Wuen I call’d «other day on a noble renown’d, 
In his great marble hall lay the Bible well bound, 
Not as printed by Bafkett, and dound up in black, 
But chain’d to the floor, like a thief by the back, 





Unacquainted with oz, and your quality airs, 

I fuppos’d it intended for family prayers ; 

His piety pleas’d, I applauded his zeal, 

Yet thought none would venture the B1BLe to fteal; 
But judge my furprize, when inform’d of the cafe, 
He had chain’d it, for fear it fhould fly in his face ! 


EARL OF PEMBROKE. 


Lorn Chefterfield (fays Lord Orford) thus direéted 
a letter to the late Lord Pembroke, who was al- 
ways {wimming— To the Earl of Pembroke, IN THE 
THAMES, over againfi Whitchall. This dire€tion was 


= of finding him within a certain number of fa- 
thoms. 


MR. GIBBON. 


I finithed Mr. Gibbon (fays Lord Orford) a full 
fortnight ago, and was extremely pleafed. It is a moft 

| Wonderful mafs of information, not only on hiftory, but 
almoft on all the ingredients of hiftory, as war, govern- 

: ment, 
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detailing enough, and in ftriding backwards and for. : 


wards from one fet of princes to another, and from on 


fubje&t to another; fo that without much hiftoricf 
knowledge, and without much memory, and much me-f 
thod in one’s memory, it is almoft impoffible not to bf 


fometimes bewildered ; nay, his own impatience to tel 
what he knows, makes the author, though commonly 
fo explicit, not perfedtly clear in his expreffions. 


CURIOUS EPITAPH, 


Written by one of the Vicars of Kendal, in Weftmorn® 


land, and infcribed on his Tomb, by his Friends. 


Lonpvown bred me, Weftmintter fed me, 
Cambridge fped me, my fifter wed me, 

Study taught me, living fought me, 

Learning brought me, Kendal caught me, 
Labour prefs’d me, ficknefs diftrefs’d me, 
Death opprefs’d me, the grave poffeis’d me, 
God firft gave me, Chrift did fave me, 

Earth did crave me, and heav’n would have me. 


GARTH AND DARWIN. 


Is it not extraordinary, that two of our very bel 
poets, Garth and Darwin, fhould have been phy/icians!f 


{ believe they have left all the /awyers wrangling # 
the turnpike of Parnaffus. 


TO MR. ROSCOE, ON HIS LIFE OF LORENZO Di 
MEDICI. 


IF ever you had the pleafure of reading {uch ade 
lightful book as your own, imagine, fir, what a comfot 
it muft be to receive fuch an anodyne in the midftot 
fit of the gout, that has already lafted above nine week) 
and which at firft I thought might carry me to Le 
renzo de Medici, before he fhould come to me ! 


The 


———— 


—— 


Tl 
expec 
cian | 
fame 
out a 
bias t 
over 
pels: 
take 
virtu 
ferve 
fince 
take! 
light 
who 
on t 
whic 





THE MONTHLY VISITOR. 122 








The complete volume has more than anfwered the 
expectations which the fample had raifed. The Gre- 
cian fimplicity of the ftyle is preferved throughout ; the 
fame judicious candour reigns in every page, and with. 
out allowing yourfelf that liberty of indulging your own 
bias towards good, or againft criminal characters, which 
over rigid critics prohibit. Your artful candour com- 
pels ycur readers to think with you, without feeming to 
take a part yourfelf. You have fhewn, from his own 
virtues, abilities, and heroic fpirit, why Lorenzo de- 
ferved to have Mr. Rofcoe for his biographer. And 
fince you have been fo, fir, ] fhall be extremely mif- 
taken if he is not henceforth allowed to be, in various 
lights, one of the moff excellent and greateft men with 
whom we are well acquainted, efpecially if we refleét 
on the fhortnets of his life, and the narrow {phere in 
which he had to aé&. 

ORFORD. 
CURIOUS SIGHT AT PALERMO. 


Amonc the remarkable objects in the vicinity of 
Palermo (ays SONNIN1) pointed out to ftrangers, they 
fail not to fingularize a convent of Capuchins, at a fmall 
diftance from town, the beautiful gardens of which 
ferve asa public walk. You are fhewn under the fa- 
bric a vault, divided into four great galleries, into which 
the light is admitted by windows cut out at the top of 
each extremity. In this vault are preferved, not in 
fiefh, but in fkin and bone, a/? the Capuchins who have 
died in the convent fince its foundation, as well as the 
bodies of feveral perfons from the city. There are here 
private tombs belonging to opulent families, who even 
after death difdain to be confounded with the vulgar 
part of mankind. It is faid, that in order tofecure the 
prefervation of thofe bodies, they are prepared by being 
gradually dried before a flow fire, fo as to confume the 
fieth without greatly injuring the fkin. When per- 
feétly dry, they are invefted with the Capuchin habit, 

Vor. VIII. L. and 
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and placed upright on tablets, difpofed ftep above ftep 
along the fides of the vault, the 4ead, the arms, and the 
feet are left naked. A prefervation like this is horrid, 
The fkin difcoloured, dry, and as if it had been tanned, 
nay, torn in fome places, is glewed clofe to the bone. It 
is eafy to imagine, from the different grimaces of this 
numerous affemblage of flefhlefs figures, rendered ttill 
more frightful by a long beard on the chin, whata 
hideous {peétacle this muft exhibit; and whoever has 
feen a Capuchin alive, may form an idea of this fingular 
REPOSITORY of dead friars. 
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NATIONAL INSTITUTE 
OF 


SCIENCES AND ARTS AT PARIS. 


HIS eftablifhment belongs to the whole nation. 1. 
J Its object is the advancement of the arts and 
fciences by a courfe of uninterrupted enquiry, and a 
conftant correfpondence with literary and philofophi- 
cal focieties in foreign nations; and particularly to 
mark and record the literary and fcientific labours, that 
have for their objeét not only the general benefit of 
mankind, but the glory of the Republic. 2. Its 
compofed of 144 members, refident in Paris, and aa 
equal number of affociates difperfed throughout the 
different provinces of the Republic. Its affociates in 
foreign nations are in number twenty-four, being eight 
for the three different claffes. 3. The Inftitute is di- 
vided into three claffes, and each clafs into different 
fections ; thus— 

Firft Clafs.—Sciences, Phyfical and Mathematical, 
comprehending 1. Mathematics. 2. Mechanical Arts. 
3- Aftronomy. 4. Experimental Phyfics. 5. Chy- 
miftry. 6, Natural Hiftory and Mineralogy. 7. Bo- 
tany and Vegetation in gencral. 8. Anatomy and 

Zodilogy. 
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Zodlogy. 9g. Medicine and Surgery. 10. Rural Eco- 
nomy and the Veterinary Art. 

Second Clafs—Moral and Political Sciences, com- 
prenending 1. The Analyfis of Senfations and Ideas. 
2. Morals. 3. The Science of the Sccial Order and 
Legiflation. . 4. Political Economy. 5. Hiftory. 6, 
Geography. 

Third Clafs—Literature and the Fine Arts, com- 
rehending, 1. Grammar and Antient Languages. 2. 
ew: 3- Antiquities and Monuments. 4. Paiating 
and Sculpture. 5. Architeéture. 6. Mufic and De- 
clamation. The coupting of thefe two lafi articles re- 
minds us of thefe beautiful lines : 


*‘ The angel ended, and in Adam’s ear 

So charming left his voice, that he awhile 

Thought him fill fpeaking, ftill food fix’d to hear. 
MILTON.” 


2 eat SII 


ON MARRIAGE. 


@Y W. MUDFORD. 


HERE is no time of life when mature confidera~ 
tion and cool refle€tion are fo powerfully de- 
manded, as when a man begins ferioufly to think of 
marriage. It is then, and only then, that we ftand fo 
much in need of all our powers of ratiocination. It is 
then that we ought to look into ourfelves, and fee, with 
an impartial eye, whether or not we are in any re- 
fpeét fit for the bondage. We fhould weigh in the 
feale of confideration our humours, our paffions, our 
caprices, our exacerbations, and, laftly, our virtue; then 
ebdferve which bears the greater weight. If our foibles, 
how thould we aét then? Should we inconfiderately 
load them on the weakneffes of another? No. Should 
we not rather keep them to ourfelves, and ufe our ut~ 

moit endeavours to fupprefs them ? Moft certainly. 
L 2 Another 
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Another confideration cught to form a part«of our 
reflections previous to marriage. We fhould quettion 
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ourfelves rigidly.  Afk if we are qualified to bear the It isn 
many petty cares and difficulties which inevitably at- [> man ff 
tend the marriage ftate. Whether we are qualifiedto F Th 
endure all the individually trifling demands of atten. J peculi 
tion which are due; but which, following in quick fervati 
fucceffion, weigh down the fpirits and four the na. with 2 
tural gaicty and vivacity of man. Attentions which, attend 
confidered fingly, appear to demand little or no regard Iti 
as to the performance of their being in themfelves fo B cam at 


trivial; and then erroneoufly imagining they will na ff then is 
turally come, or at leaft will be rendered habitual. But — difinte 
it is no fuch thing. | pure « 

The man who confiders himfelf attentively, will — lafing 
quickly obferve that he is born with a fpirit of fupe. Pp relates 
riority and an ardent defire of liberty ; he willobferve — port 





that things which fcarce excite notice in a woman, are fF made | 
to him fetters of the moft impregnable nature. Thus — the w° 
‘when married, unufed to be controuled, he cannot at — miler 
firft {ubmit to the yoke; he cannot tacitly obey the Th 


apparent impofition—he endeavours to harmonize it to the du 
his feelings, but cannot. It becomés then ftill more ine F for ea 
fupportable, and at length utterly impoffible ; at that FF come) 
inftant he feels he would be a man ;—at that inftant he F be, 
feels there is nothing on earth fo defirable as liberty— § courfe 
but his is bartered. He refleéts it cannot be regained, to enye 
and fits down determined to quarrel with the world, of his 
and view, with the jaundiced eye of envy, thofe plea — * the 
fures in which he cannot participate. dark, 

Such too often is the bitter refult of indifcreet and B te, & 
early marriages. By indifcreet marriages, 1 would be F Be wo 


under{tood alliances where there is too great a difparity life. 

of age, where tempers are not fimilar, or where puf- male f 

fuits are diametrically oppofite. For what in nature teins 
ere 


can be more ridiculous and abfurd, than for a man in 
the prime of youth to marry a woman of fifty; or @ mutt b 


man of placid manners a woman of a volatile temper; FF fin . 
or Mm ni 
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of a man of genius his own illiterate maid-fervant ? 
Itis madnefs in the extreme, and an infult to the hu- 
man fpecies. 

Thus far I have confidered marriage as an evil, under 

culiar circumftances. I fhall now make a few ob- 
fervations relative to the fubjeé, and conclude my eflay 
with an enumeration of the happy circumftances which 
attend a well premeditated and equitable union. 

It is an undoubted faét, that that man is wife who 
can act confonant to his own feelings. From thence 
then is obvioufly deducible, that a marriage founded on 
difinterefted motives, and every way congenial to the 
pure di€tates of either heart, muft prove a fource of 
lating and uninterrupted happinefs; I mean as far as 
relates to the mere marriage itfelf. It is of the higheft 
importance, generally fpeaking, that a man fhould be 
made acquainted with the motives which may actuate 
the woman. Jt would be the means of obviating the 
hiferies attendant on deceptions of that nature. 

The cohabitation of the two fexes, conftitute part of 
the duty we owe tothe Almighty. We were formed 
for each other, and, feparated, our exiftence would be- 
come miferable. How unfociable a being would man 
be, were he deprivéd, for a certain period, of all inter- 
courfe with woman ? Defire to pleafe—to captivate— 
toenjoy, would in him become extinét. In the midf 
of his fpecies ie would be alone, the evening would be 
as the morning, the morning as the evening—all to him 
dark, gloomy, and void of hope; he would retire to 
teft, to fleep his cares away, and with to fleep for ever ; 
he would wake but to imbibe a ftill ftronger hatred to 
life. Thefe pofitrons are equally applicable to the fe- 
male fex. 

The human mind has certain perceptions which, if 
fiffered to remain idle, would become callous. They 
muft be exercifed, not Icft to ina€étivity. Condemn a 
man to perpetual flavery in the deferts of Arabia; let 
him not have the moft diftant hope of renovation, 
3 and 
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and by progreffive approximation to mifery, he will at 
length become fo hardened, that the very idea of hap. 
pinefs will be banifhed from his mind, and he will 
ceafe to look upon it as a defirable objeé&t. Thus with 
a man debarred the intercourfe with woman, he would 
in time learn to fupprefs every finer feeling, fentiment, 
and fenfation, which inclined towatds them ; and eftab. 
lith in his breaft one only paffion, a final and deter- 
mined hatred of his fpecies. I fhall take a future op. 
portunity to expatiate more largely on this fubjeét ; for 
the prefent I fhall regard the nature of my effay. 

Marriage may certainly be confidered as a lottery of 
good and evil; but, at the fame time, it muft be allowed, 
that the poffeffion of either the one or the other, de- 
pends almoft entirely on the realoning faculties of the 
principal agent in it. As I have before obferved, let 
every thing bear, as far as poffible, a fimilarity. Let 
not parfimony be wedded to profufenefs—the young to 
the adult—urbanity to petulancy—nor learning to igno- 
rance; for any one of thefe difproportionate unions 
muft almoft incvitably terminate 1m tauntings, revile- 
ings, and mifery. Would men allow themfelves a little 
fober refleétion ere they marry, they would then have 
nocaufe to repent it afterwards. 1 fhall conclude the 
prefent effay with fome few remarks on the foregoing 
affumption. 

Tt is not in the power of man to look into the book 
of fate. We, therefore, can but fpeculatively provide 
for future happinefs. In that, then, our reafon ought to 
be the grand criterion by which we ought to aét. 

We decifively affix to a man who meets a danger he 
might avoid, the appellation of a fool, dolt, or even 
coward, in fome inftances. What then can we call that 
man who voluntarily drags upon himfelf an irremedi- 
able evil; an evil which nor time nor circumftance can 
feldom cure? What but madnefs! and that too in the 
extreme. 
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He alone can be accounted wife, who foberly refleéts 
ere he performs.—He alone, ftriétly fpeaking, may be 
faid to weigh well the mutability and paffivity of all 
human happinefs ; and that it is not to be trifled with 
or bartered for a toy, He alone oppofes opinions— 
advances pofitions—encounters difficulties—and folves 
problems, all tending to the main object. He alone 
duly confiders, that all human things ere fubjeét to 
revolution and decay, and happinefs the moft; and 
for this verv reafon, that it fhould be fixed on the firm 
bafis of reafon, and not to fluétuat ebetween conviction 
and idea. And what is the produce which he reaps 
from his rich and intelleétual foil, [ will thew. 
Married to a2 woman who is as a mirror refleéting 
the fame virtues, the fame paffions, the fame fympa- 
thies, and, in faét, every thing,he feels himfelf fupremely 
happy. He imparts an idea with a certain motive, and 
1s received with a fimilar one.—He offers a pofition, 
and it is affented to—he makes a remark, and st meets 
with approbation—he demands an explanation, and it ts 
given; in a word, there is not a with, a defire, or an 
tdea which is not granted and co-incided with; an in- 
exement which has not its partner, or a command 
which is not obeyed through love and with felf-appro- 
bation. Judge then, readers, whether this man does, or 
does not, feel the HAPPINESS OF MARRIAGE, 
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THE WONDERFUL 
ESCAPE OF THE FRENCH DEPUTJES 
FROM 
SINAMARY, 
Near Cayenne, in South America, 


Whither they were tranfported 1797, without even Trial 


or Examination—By RAMEL, One of thafe faid De. 
putes. 


T was now the firft of June, and the appointed day 
was at hand, as well as the {cene that was to facili. 
tate our enterprife. The dénouvement of our plot ap- 
proached under the finifter omen of the funeral obfe- 
quies of our friends. We had recently performed the 
laft offices to Laffond, when Captain Tilly brought us 
intelligence, that Jeannet had given orders to fend him 
and all his crew to Cayenne, for which place they were 
toembark next day. To us this news was like a thun- 
der-bolt, and almoft difheartened us. Tilly, however, 
was abfolutely determined to facrifice himfelf, and to 
hide himfelf in the woods till the next day (the third of 
June), which was the laft day appointed for our awful 
attempt. On that day he faid he would run to the 
eanoe on a fignal agreed upon. We had great diffe 
culty to induce him to give up the honour of fo great 
an action to the brave Berwick. We obferved to him, 
that Berwick difappearing at the time of calling over 
the crew of the prize, would not awaken fo much fuf- 
Picion as that of the captain, whofe vifits to the de- 
perted perfons, and his walks with them, had been 
already too much noticed. It was, however, with great 
reluétance that Tilly yielded to this laft confideration. 
He parted from us indeed to expofe himfelf even to 
greater dangers than we encountered, as on him would 
fall all the fury of Jeannet, whether we were fo happy 
as to efcape, or whether we were fo unfortunate as to 
be difcovered and arrefted with Berwick. But Tilly 
4 thought 
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thought of nothing but of our fafety ; and, if we could 
but once arrive at Surinam, he cared not what became 
of himfelf. How affeéting was our parting fcene} 
who among us all could venture to flatter himfelf with 
the hope of feeing thee again, worthy, incomparable 
Tilly ! 

Berwick inftautly difappeared and concealed himfelf 
inthe woods. It was agreed, that, two days after (on 
the 3d of June), at the nine o’clock gun, he thould be 
upon the bank of the river under the baftion ; and that 
he fhould leap into the canoe the moment he faw us 
appear : but we were extremely unealy on his account, 
for, as we feared, he was almoft devoured by noxious ani- 
mals; nor could he defend himfelf from the ferpents, 
aad that terrible animal the cayman, but by continuing 
thirty-fix hours on a tree, and even there he was not 
fecure from tigers. 

Captain Poifvert had invited the commandant of thé 
fort to dinner, on the 3d of June, on board the Ameri- 
can prize, in return for the kind reception he had met 
with, and the affiftance he had received from the gar- 
rifon, which had two days before vigoroufly attacked 
an Englith privateer, that had approached the anchor- 
age. Atthe fame time that he entertained the com- 
mandant with a haadfome dinner, and gave him the 
choiceft wines he had on board, he had diftributed to 
the garrifon fome common Bourdeaux wine. A girl, 
who had arrived fome days before from Cayenne, did 
the honours, and delivered bottles of wine in profufion 
to the foldiers in their barracks and guard-houfe, to the 
hegroes in their rooms, to the fentinels at their polis, 
and to the deported under their corridor. Ah! how 
long this day appeared! with what pieafure we watched 
this young girl tuus joyoufly pouring out bumpers to the 
half intoxicated foldiers! Her aéiivity and folicitude 
ferved us to our utmoft wihhes. 

Every one drank freely, as we did ourfelves, and, 
feeming totake part in thefe orgies, we feigned a yee 
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rel among us while at dinner, in order to avoid giving 
the moft trifling indication of the plot. Aubry and La 
rue abufed Barthélemy, le Tellier alfo took part in th FF 
difpute, Doffonville and Pichegru threatened each other, & 
and Willot and myfelf feemed defirous of pacifying the 


reft. Glaffesand plates flew about, and the uproar wa FF i 


fo great, that the reft of the deported perfons came in 
to feparate us. The Abbé Brothier himfelf endea- 
voured to put an end to this difturbance, which only in. FP 
creafed the more: but Barthélemy, who was the leat 
fkilful in feigning paffion, coolly breaking his glafs in 
an aukward gefture of rage, a burft of laughter had 
nearly betrayed us. 4 
Night came on, and we faw the commandant Aimé 
brought in, dead drunk, like a corpfe, Silence had now | 
fucceeded to the fongs and cries of intoxication, and the 
foldiers and negroes lay difperfed here and there. The 

fervice was forgot, and the guard-houfe abandoned. 
Before we retired into our rooms we took leave of | 
Marbois, to whom our feparation was a painful facri- F 
fice, and who confidered this as our laft hour. The 
clock ftruck nine, the laft we heard at Sinamary, and 
Doffonville, who was upon the watch, gave us all no- 
tice to begin our enterprize; upon which we went out [7 

and affembled near the gate of the fort, of which the 
draw-bridge wasnot yet up. All was fleep and filence. 
I mounted the baftion of the guard-houfe with Piche- 
gru and Aubry, and went direétly to the fentinel (the 
contemptible drummer who had fo often tormented us), 
and afked him the hour. He made no anfwer, but 
fixed his eyes upon the ftars ; upon which I feized him 
by the throat, while Pichegru difarmed him, and we 
dragged him along, throttling him fo as to prevent his 
crying out. We were now upon the parapet, and he 
ftruggled fo violently that he got away from us and fell 
into the river. We then rejoined our companions at 
the foot of the rampart, and, perceiving no one in the 
guard-houfe, ran in and took arms and cartridges. a 
then 
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then went out of the fort and flewtothe canoe. Ber- 


' wick was already there, and helped us to get into it. 
| Barthélemy, who was very infirm and lefs a€tive than 
» the reft of us, fell, and funk intothe mud; but Berwick 
» caught hold of him and faved him,and, having put him 
© into the canoe, cut the rope. Berwick now took the 
- helm, while we, motionlefs and filent, went with the 
» ftream. The current and the tide bore our light bark 
| rapidly along, and we heard nothing but the murmurs 
_ of the waters and of the land breeze, which fwelled our 
‘ little fail and wafted us from our tomb of Sinamary. 

) it was neceflary to pafs, and therefore we ftruck our 
_ fail to avoid being feen. We knew that the eight men, 
» who were upon guard at the redoubt, had received their 
| fhare of the favours of Captain Poifvert, and that they 
) alfo muft be drunk. We accordingly were not hailed, 
© and the tide carried us beyond the bar. We paffed to 


We now approached the redoubt at the point which 


the left of our brave friend Tilly’s fhip, and very near 
the fchooner la Viétoire, which was lately arrived from 


) Cayenne, and which we knew was commanded by the 
| worthy Captain Bracket, to whom our efcape muft have 
F given great pleafure, and whocertainly would not have 
> oppofed us. 


The breeze frefhened and the fea wasfmooth. But, 
had we left the coaft, we fhould have been in danger 


| of miftaking our traét; and, if we kept too near the 
_. fhore, we might have fallen upon the rocks, which are 


numerous there as far as Iraconbo. The moon now 


» fuddenly appeared, as if on purpofe to give us light. 
> This was a delicious moment. We congratulated each 
other, and thanked Providence and our generous pilot, 
| who was ina dreadful ftate, being much {welled and 
| disfigured by the ftings of venomous infeéts. 


We had proceeded fmoothly for about two hours, when 


[ we heard three guns, two from the fort of Sinamary, 
} and one from the redoubt at the point; and, foon after, 


the poft at Iraconbo anfwered with three. We doubted 
not 
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not but our flight was now difcovered, yet were m 
longer afraid of a dire€&t purfuit from Sinamary, where 
there was not one boat that could go out to fea. Atal 
events, we had olen ady got confiderably the tkart of 
them, and the thips in the road alone c uld have given 
us chafe. But Captains Poifvert and Bracket, over 
whom Aimé had no command, would not have weighed 
aachor and put to fea without ord ers from Jeannet. 

We had, therefore, nothing to apprehend but from 
the detachment “ lraconbo, which we knew confited 
but of twelve men; nor could they come after us but 
in a boat nearly like our own, with eight or ten } armed 
men on board. We continue dy | however, ranging along 
the coaft, and got our arms in readinefs, being deter. 
mined to defend ourfelves if attacked, or in cafe our 
paflage under the fort of Iraconvo fhould be impeded, 

me four in the morning, we heard two guns to the 
eaftward, which were anfwered, within a minute after, 
by another clofe to us. We were at this time before 
the fort, but it was dark, and we faw nothing. We 
failed faft, and when day appeared, Iraconbo was ta 
leeward of us. We had now no fear of being purfued, 
and had only the dangers of the fea to overcome. 

Our canoe was fo {mall and fo low fided, that every 
fea filled it; fothat we were continually at work bail. 
ing her, and fhe was fa light, that the leaft motion might 
have upfet us. Hence we were nearly loft by an im- 
prudeace of which [ alone was guilty. As I was.row- 
ng { happened to make a falfe ftroke with my oar, and 

y hat fell intothe water; upon which, leaning eagerly 

Yer to regain it, J threw the 1 boat out of her t trim, and 
it was with great difficulty we rightened her. But Ber- 
wick’s addre(s, together with our aétivity, foon reme- 
died this difafter ; and {1 was feverely reprimanded by 
Pichegru, whom eaten d made our “ ain, Barthélemy, 
being “till covered with mud, took this opp: preunity to 
wath himfelf.. I had the misfortune to lofe my hat, 
and had no means of defending my head from the burning 
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e my rays of the fun, but by making myfelf a turban of fome 
here & Banana leaves, which the negro fifherman had left in 


| the bottom of the canoe. 
tof & As we had neither compafs nor inftruments for taking 
riven the fun’s altitude, we might have loft our way in the 
over | night; and the leaft gale of wind might have driven us 
ghel FF out to fea, whenever we were obliged to keep off the 
» fhore, on account of the rocks or currents near the 
mouths of rivers. It had been impoflible for us to 
ited | bring away any provifion, and we had not even a bifcuit 
but | ora drop of water. Le Tellier, however, had brought 
‘med f two bottles of rum ; and we were perfuaded, the winds 
long F that conftantly blow from eaft to weft along this coaft 
ter. f would carry us, in two days, to Monte-Krick. It was 
our f) enough, therefore, if we could fupport our ftrength tll 
led, fF then by means of this fpirituous liquor. 

the On the 4th we fuffered much from the heat. We 
fter, B had, however, a good breeze, with which we ranged 
fore § along the coaft; and when night prevented us from 
We & feeing the land, we reckoned that we were oppofite the 
asto — mouth of the river Marowni, the banks of which are 
ued, F the limits that feparate the Dutch and French territo- 
ries, and which is but forty leagues to windward of the 
very f port of Monte-Krick. Yet at eleven o’clock, when 
baile he moon rote, we perceived nothing either in the ap- 
ight fF pearance of the land, or the motion of the water, to thew 
im- fF that we were near a great river. On the sth we were 
‘ow. JB hot mofe fortunate, and we purfued our courfe till night, 
and Without any figns of the river or fort of Marowni. We 
erly F were fill, in all probability, formewhat to windward of 
and & the river of Amaribo, a part of the coaft which rifes a 
F little towards the north-eaft, and intercepts the view, 
me- — Onthe 6th we were becalmed. Having now been 
1 by fF three days without food, we fuffered the moft cruel 
my, hunger and were extremely parched by the fun, the 
yto & heat of which was not now tempered by the breeze ; 
hat, ff) 20d, as our minds were neither occupied by motion, 
ning fF or tupported by the hope of fpeedily reaching the end 
rays Vou, VIII. M of 
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of our fatiguing voyage, we were forcibly ftruck with 
the horror of our fituation, and it is with difficulty we 
kept up our courage; for we had now nothing toex., 
peét from human affiftance, nothing from our own ex. 
ertions, which were thus deluded by the elements, It 
was on this very day of defpair that we mutually urged 
each other to facrifice even our juft refentment, and 
not to fuffer vengeance to take poffeffion of our minds. 
We fwore, in the prefence of the Almighty, never to 
bear arms againft our country, and refigned ourfelvesto 
the will of Providence. 

The next day, the 7th June, and the qth of our 
voyage, a breeze {prang up, and frefhened a little to. 
wards eight o’clock in the morning; and at ten we 
were in fight of Fort Marowni, and oppofite the mouth 
of the river, which the fhallow reefs and currents ren- 
der very dangerous. It was, indeed, with great fa- 
tigue and rifk we furmounted thefe obftacles. We were 
alfo much haraffed by the monftrous fharks that fur- 
rounded and attacked our canoe, and which we were 
obliged to drive off by firing at them. 

We fupported the torment of hunger with fo much 
Patience, as even to indulge in pleafantries relative to 
the various fymptoms of our fufferings. In the mean- 
while we continually watched, but ftill in vain, for the 
fort and river of Orange, and at fix o’clock in the even- 
ing were again becalmed. 

At three in the morning of the 8th, the wind freh- 
ening, we got under weigh. At one we were in fight 
of Fort Orange, which we doubled, intending not to go 
on fhore until we got as far as Monte-Krick, as had 
been recommended to us; and were oppofite the fort, 
“at about a gun-fhot from it, when we were faluted with 
feveral guns loaded with ball, and of a large calibre, 
which followed each other fo rapidly, that we fhould 
inevitably have been funk, had we not gone further out 
to fea. This feverity made us afraid of again approach- 
ing the fhore ; but we have fince learnt, it was merely 
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intended to make us hoift our flag, of which we had 
none. 

ots At four o’clock in the afternoon the fky lowered, the 
eX & wind increafed, and we failed very faft; yet we could 
fearcely efcape the {well of the fea, which drove us to- 
ged wards the fhore. Our brave pilot hoped we fhould reach 


aud fF Monte-Krick before the ftorm, but we could not expeét 
ds. to weather it. We were now every moment in danger of 
r to 


being loft: Berwick fteered towards the fhore, and the 
$t0 B inftant we gained it, a heavy fea broke and upfet us. It 
was low water, and we funk in the mud; yet notwith- 


out F ftanding the exertions we were obliged to make to dif 
to } engage ourfelves, notwithftanding the dreadful ftorm 
“. that raged around us, we did not lofe hold of our ca- 
out 


noe, and even fuccecded in fetting her upon her bot 
ren & tom. 





fa- At length we got on fhore, not knowing where we 
vere & were, or whether it was poffible for us to go along the 
ture B coaft as far as Fort Orange, from which we reckoned 
were F ourfelves eight leagues ; although, in reality, our dif- 
tance was but four. 
puch We were now worn out with hunger and fatigue ; 
vet B our ragged clothes were wet, and covered with mud, 
ean: @ and we found no fhelter but a wood, which was full of 
rthe B infeéts and reptiles. We had loft our arms and am- 
vel* § munition when the canoe was upfet: night was coming 
on, and we heard nothing but the howling of tigers and 
teh the roaring of the fea. What a dreadful night! The 
, 


winds raging, a deluge of rain falling, and accompanied 
to g° with chilling cold. We were obliged to exert all our 


, had ftrength and labour throughout the night to keep hold 
forty B of our canoe, which the waves continually wafhed 
with away ; and which, notwithftanding all our exertions, 
libre, was much damaged. It will hardly be believed, that 
hould F we ftill retained fuficient ftrength to perfevere in thefe 
Tout efforts, after having fuffered fo much fatigue during 
wt five days and nights, without food. We were all naked 


‘ed in the fea, ftruggling with the waves, which were thus 
ms 12 robbing 
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robbing us of our laft hopes. Barthélemy, notwith. At 
ftanding his infirmities, worked with the reft, and af. 4 ditt: 
forded an example of patience and courage during Engli 
this dreadful night. We 
At day break on the gth of June, which was the 6th F we ha 
day fince our departuré from Sinamary, we beheld each {ix in 
other with mutual compaffion, half frozen with cold F noe 
and almoft ready to fink under our fatigues. We con- F 29° P 
foled ourfelves by faying “ at leaft we fhall not dieinf whict 
their hands.” ) aitan 
Pichegru had faved his pipe and his utenfils for light. F poled 


ing it, with which we contrived to make a fire and f the w 
thus dried our clothes. At length the heavens became J while 
ferene, but the wind continued to blow with vio. f not al 
lence. E {carce 
We now laid ourfelves down upon our bellies on fF fldie 
the fand, unable to defend ourfelves from the ftings of F whick 
infeéts and the bites of crabs. Fortunately le Tellier fuppl 
had taken fo good care of his little ftock of rum that F "0s: 
half a bottle {till remained: but our hearts were fo de- F to hi 
preffed, that we had not ftrength to fwallow, and only F we al 
refrefhed ourfelves by wafhing our mouths and lips two 
with thefe {pirits. and 
During this day, (the 9th June) the heroic le Tellier F learn 
had contrived a fhelter for Barthélemy with branches of J The 
trees, and while the latter lay down to reft, or rather to wher 
faint, le Tellier, forgetting his own fufferings, drove num| 
away the inteéts with a light branch, particularly from — away 
the face and hands of his mafter. What an affeétion- F ur 5 
ate attachment! what a glorious part did this worthy — !ucco 
fellow aé in alleviating our misfortunes ! conee 
At night the fky was again overcaft, and we were W 
obliged to work while the tide was in, to preferve our caufe 
canoe, which we had no means of faftening. As the § ‘to 
tigers approached very near us, we increafed our fire; the c 
and thus we paffed the remainder of this night which f tofet 
was the fecond fince we were caft on fhore and the 7th f of ou 
of our efcape. ali th 


At 
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At day-break on the roth of June we perceived at 
} a diftance, a veffel, which Berwick difcovered to be an 
Enclith privateer. 

We had fheltered ourfelves under fome trees, where 







6th | we had formed a kind of hut, from which I went out at 
ach § fix inthe morning, to examine the weather and our ca- 
noe. Having crawled a few fteps, I perceived, about 





200 paces from us, on the beach, two armed men, upon 
which I ran in, crying, “ I fee men ;”’ all our party 
inftantly rofe up, and Berwick, though the moft indif- 
pofed, on account of having been fo feverely ftung in 
and — the woods of Sinamary, darted forward towards them, 
ame | while we concealed ourfelves, that our numbers might 
vioe | notalarm them. On feeing our poor Berwick, who 
{carcely retained the form of a human being, the two 
son — foldiers {topped and leveled their mufkets at him, on 
sof — which he fell upon his knees and raifed his hands in a 
lier | fuppliant pofture, at the fame time crying out, making 
that | figns, and pointing to the canoe. The foldiers liftened 
de. — tohim, and came towards him, and at the fame time 
ynly | we all furrounded them. We foon found they were 
lips two German foldiers of the garrifon of Monte-Krick, 
and Pichegru entering into converfation with them, 
lier | learnt that we were but three leagues from that fort. 
sof | Thefe men had been fent on duty from Fort Orange, 
rto | where they would not fail to give an account of the 
ove & Dumber and fituation of the perfons they had found caft 
rom — away, and therefore we determined to depute two of 
on- | our party to the commandant of the fort, to afk for 
thy f ‘uccours and exhibit our paffports, but at the fame time 
concealing who we were. 

rere We fixed upon Barthélemy and la Rue, whom we 
our — caufed to.drink the remainder of our rum before they 
the — fet out. At the very time they arrived at Fort Orange, 
re; — the commandant was difpatching a picquet of fifty men 
rich | tofetch us away. Our ambaffadors declared the obje& 
7th § of our voyage, ftating us to be merchants, and defcribing 
wi the particulars of our being caft away, in confe- 
At M 3 quence 
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quence of which we had loft all our provifions and 
effe€is ; and, adding, that the bad ftate of our canoe, 
which was almoft broken to pieces, would not admit of 
our putting to fea again after the ftorm. The com. 
mandant received them with great humanity, and hav. 
ing ordered them fome victuals, fent workmen and ne. 
groes to repair our boat and affift in fetting it afloat, 
and to.fearch for our pretended merchandize. When 
we faw this troop, confifting of about twenty perfons at 
a diftance, we were very uneafy, till two of thefe work. 
men who fpoke French had explained their orders, upon 
which, having fhewed them the canoe, they drew it 
afhore and began to repair it with the greateft induftry 
and fkill. 

At fix in the evening Barthélemy and la Rue ar- 
rived; but they were fo much overjoyed and fo agi- 
tated, that they did not think of bringing us a bottle of 
water. We could fcarcely believe that Barthélemy had 
ftrength enough remaining to perform a journey of eight 
leagues on thefe burning fands. 

Our canoe being now repaired, and the fea having 
become {mooth, we were defirous of immediately em- 
barking ; but were obliged to wait for the tide. In 
the mean while, the workmen, whom we recompenfed 
as well as we could, and whom we were forry to de- 
tain during the night, had orders not to leave us tillthey 
faw usat fea. Poor Berwick was growing worfe, and 
as we were obliged to pals this night alfo amidft hoftile 
infeéts, it might have proved the laft of his life: for it 
muft not be forgotten, that this worthy fellow, whofe 
corporeal ftrength equaled his courage and generofity, 
had fuffered cruel torments during the two days he had 
paft in the woods of Sinamary, waiting for the appointed 
time of our expedition. We had now not an inftantto 
lofe, to fave him who had preferved our lives. 

At day-break, on the 11th June, Barthélemy, La 
Rue, Aubry, and Doffonville, fet off along the coaft - 
wards 
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wards Monte-Krick, to procure food and lodgings for 
ithe poor fhipwrecked merchants. 

Some hours after their departure, and at high water, 
Pichegru, Willot, le Tellier, and myfelf, re-entered 
our canoe, which the workmen vigoroufly pufhed off, 
and then took their leave of us; while Berwick, though 
almoft dying, refumed the helm. A little before noon, 
> we entered the {mall river of Monte-Krick, where we 
landed, while Berwick triumphed in our fuccefs, which 
he confidered as the full reward of his kindnefs and ge- 
nerofity. 

The commandant of the poft at Monte-Krick had 

already received our companions with kindnefs, and had 
ordered us a fpacious, clean, and comfortable room, by 
the fide of the creek. What a moment of joy was that 
of our meeting in this happy place! Our friends had 
prepared for us two fowls, fome rice, aud bread, which, 
on this occafion, was watered with tears of pleafure and 
gratitude ! We were alive! We had efcaped our per- 
{ecutors, the dangers of the waves, and the horrors of 
famine ! In fhort, we were free! 

Having taken a little nourifhment, though with 
| Many precautions, we made faft our boat, which we 
 cherithed as if it had been an animated being, and to- 
} wards which we felt both affeftion and gratitude. 


ail 
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AN 

EXCURSION INTO THE WEST OF ENGLAND, 
DURING TA@E MONTH OF JULY, 1799. 

IN 


FOUR LETTERS TO A FRIEND 


BY THE REV JOHN EVANS, A. M. 
ETTER II.* 
DEAR SIR, 
H TAVING in my laft epifile delincared my route to 
LL Sidmouth ; I now proceed to give you an account 
f this place and its vicinity. 
The friend who had eqeniagd us beneath his hof- 















itable roof, poffcffed a fpot remarkable for the neate 
nefs of its appearance and the felicity of its fituation 
I eagerly availed myfelf of the light of the enfuing day, 


to afcertain the nature of the place whither I had ar. 
rived amid the fhades of midn ight darknets. The houfe, 
I found, was i:clofed by a garden, highly cultivated, 
abounding with fruit, and furnithing a profpect both of 
the ocean and of the furrounding country. At one of 
its extremities bec afummer houfe, into which we af- 
cended bya flight of fteps, and from which the fea burk 
upon the eye of f th e e fpedt: itor with uncommon grandeur. 

ts hoarfe refounding murmurs were even thence dif- 
sinly heard by the liftening ear; and ftruck with the 


* It may be nec:ffary to apprife the reader that another ac- 
count of the fmail! fox, at Blandford, prevails, viz. that the re- 
moval of the inhabitants into the open air was favourable to 
the difeafe wn operated to pro duce among the faculty a 
more coo/ treatment of Fit. Be this as it may, it is proper that 
both accounts fhould be mentioned. The reader wil! be pleafed 
to correét, with his pen, a typograp hical error in the laft let- 
ter—hats, for Aes, in the article of Weyhill fair. 
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' contemplation of fo immenfe a body of water, I was 
| ready to exclaim with Thomfon : 


And, THOU, majettic main, 

A world of fecret wonders in thy felf, 

Sound Ais ftupendous praife, whofe greater voice 
Or bids you rvar, or bids your roarings fall ! 


Inftead of attempting to defcribe Sidmouth with my 
own pen, I will prefenr you with an account obligingly 
drawn up by my friend, with which you will be much 
pleafed. His refidence at the place for many years, 
joined to the inquifitive turn of mind which he 1s known 
to poffefs, well fitted him for the delineation of the fub- 
jet. 

“Sidmouth is feated at the bottom of the immenfe bay 
which is formed by the two noted head lands, Portland 
Point and the Start Point. It was, formerly, a place of 
confiderable note, and poffeffed an ample harbour for 
thipping, and an extenfive trade: but fuch have been 
the eneroachments of the ever reftlefs ocean upon this 
part of our coafts, that its port is now ioft, and its trade 
annihilated. Different geographers, fpeaking of this 
place, tell us that its harbour is now choaked up by 


; fand; but this is palpably an inaccuracy, as the harbour 


was certainly zo¢ formed by any inlet of the fea, and 
confequently could not be filled up by the accumulation 
of marine fubftances. The fatt is, the land to the weft- 
ward of the town, formerly projected far beyond its 
prefent boundary into the fea, and probably formed a 
Bight-Bay, or natural pier, within which veffels fought 


| tefuge in time of danger. This fuppofition is the more 


' . r - 
plauhible, as immenfe rocks are now feen at low water, 


| ttretching far from the point juft mentioned, in a fou- 


thern dire€tion, and pointing out to the obferving eye 
an eligible bafis for the re-ereétion of fuch a work : nay, 
more, there are thofe who can recolleét a chain of rocks 
fmilar to the very piéturefque one which yet rears its 


head and defies the buffetings of the waves, w hich followed 


each 
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a 
each other to the fouthward, till they were loft in the 
depths of the ocean. But though no trace of the pot 
now remains, and even the remembrance of it is {wept 
away by the tide of timc, this is by no means the cafe 
with refpeé to the commerce and fpirit of enterprife 
which once animated this place. Tradition tells us tha & 
the pilchard fithery, that immenfe fource of nationd 
wealth, was once carried on toa great extent by the na &F 
tives of Sidmouth: that its hardy fons, with every re. & 
turning feafon, fought their finny ftores, and purfued & 
them along the coafts of Cornwall, round the Scilly 
Ifles, and even up the northern fhores of their native |) 
county. Unhappily two fucceeding unfavourable fea. 
fons overtook them, their boats were all caft away, theit 
crews overwhelmed in the ocean returned no more=[) 
Where the buftle and gaiety of bufinefs had adorned 
every countenance with fmiles, nothing was feen buh 
fable weeds; nothing was heard but fighs and lamen- fF 
tations! The fpirit which had animated this enter f 
prifing fpot was quenched at once, and of all its former FF 
celebrity, nought remained but the apparatus in which 
jts merchandize had been prepared for the market; 
the memory of what it once was, and the ecclefiafticd FF 
records, which detail to future incumbents the plenm & 
teous tythe which their forerunners had collected from 
the deep. 4 

“ Tt ought not to be forgotten that this fpirit of enter 
prife was not the confequence of their peculiar fitua- 
tion: it is faid, that when no longer able to find refuge h 
for their bufy craft among their native rocks, the inf 
habitants of Sidmouth fet on foot a liberal fubfcriprtion, F 
and with it ereéted the quay at Torquay, and ae : 
their veffels, boats, and craft of every defcription, take F 
thelter from the tempeft there, in time of diftrefs, with F 
out paying the cuftomary port duties which are exacted 
of all others. : 

“* At prefent, Sidmouth is only knownas a place of re- ff 
fort for the valetudinary and the diffipated ; and to ~ : 

off 











——— 
es 


n the 
> port 
[wept 
> cafe 
rprife 
s that 
tional 
e Na 


ry tee Fe 
irfued F 
Sciily | 


native | 


e fea. 


their | 


Ore 
orned 
n but 


amen: Fe 


enter- 


ormer 


whieh 


irkets f 
vaftical Fe 
plem 


d from 


enter 








eh i ci 


THE MONTHLY VISITOR. 143 











of thefe it prefents attractions peculiarly inviting. Seated 
) on the bafe of the two lofty mountains which form jts 
) charming vale, and clofed up on the north by the Honi- 
) ton hills, ir prefents its bofom only to the fouthern ray, 


F andtothe fouthern zephyr, and fanned by the pure 
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© breeze of the ocean alone, muft, of courfe, be well calcu- 
F lated to redrefs the injury which filthy cities, crowded 


rooms, and mephitic vapours, entail upon mankind. In 
this refpe&t Sidmouth claims a decided fuperiority over 
all its competitors for public refort. Here no filthy la- 
goons impregnate the atmofphere with poifonous miaf- 
ma; no ftagnant pools here putrify in the folar ray ; 
wherever there is water, it flows, and conftantly crofling 
the traveller’s path, tempers the fultry gale, gives frefl 
verdure tothe luxuriant herbage which fringes its tink 
ling courfe, cherifhes the thoufand plants and flowers 
with which every hedge-row is garnifhed, embaims the 
air,and revives the fainting energies of nature. The 


| charming diverfity for which-Devon 1s tamed, feems 


here to be collected into one point. Does the fated 

mind turn from the monotony of the ocean? Inthe vale 

behind it, every thing isrich, luxuriant, and variegated, 

calculated to awaken the fofteft and moft tranquilizing 

emotions in the bofom: the trees are here {een flourihh- 

ing, even tothe water’s edge, with a verdure and luxu- 
nance which is elfewhere unknown. Along the banks 
of the Sid, which, burfting at once from beneath a mighty 
rock, meanders its three-mile-courfe to the ocean, we 
meet with all that beautiful variety of fcenery which 
Fenelon fo richly defcribes in his Teéemague, meadows 
embroidered with flowers, fields waving with corn, or- 
chards laden with fruit; waile every turn ia its fantaf 

tic windings, prefents us with the delicacies of the landf- 
cape in fome new point of view, adds fome freth tuft of 
trees, fome little murmuring water-fall, fome ftraw 
thatch cottage to the picture. Upon the mountain, 
the half-fuffocated viéiim of fathion and midnight or- 
gies, breathes the pure ztherial atmofphere ; and while 
his 








144 THE MONTALY VISITOR. 


his path is ftrewed with flowers,gazes upon nature in fome 
of her moft elegant attitudes, and catches at one glance 
an extent of profpeét, a varicty of fcenery which isal. 
moft unrivaled. It has been debated to which of the 
adjacent fummits the palm of excellence in this refped 
is due, but the point can alone be determined by the 
peculiar tafte of the beholder. From the eaftern high 
lands the vale of Sidmouth is certainly feen to the mof 
advantage, the perfpe€tive is undoubtedly confined, but 
it teems with luxury. The ravifhed eye looks down 
upon a land{cape ftretched out like a carpet beneath it, 
which centres within itfclf as much picturefque beauty 
as is collected within an equal boundary in any country 
upon the earth. Here every thing neceffary to an en- 
chanting picture feems to be concentrated. Lands, 
rich and well cultivated, hedge-rows amply furnithed 
with foreft trees; mountains tipped with copfe, befpot- 
ted with fheep ; here glowing with the gilded blofloms 
of the furze, and there finely tinted with the numerous 
varieties of the heaths, which flourifh on their flopes; 
the whole decorated, not with the frowning awe-com: 
manding manfions of the great, but belprinkled with cot. 
tages, villages, and hamlets, withtheir white-wathed {pire 
peeping through the orchards that envelope and almolt 
hide it from view. On the precipices which terminate 
either hill, the picture is uncommonly fublime and ftrik- 
ing; from the ealtern fummit the eye ranges over a 
va{t extent of country, and is only bounded at the dif- 
tance of forty milcs, by the rugged tors upon the foreft 
of Dartmoor. Beneath we fee the Ealidown Hiils, the 
Start Point, the Berry Head, Torbay, with its ever- 
hifting fleets; and inthe cliffs we have * Pelion upoa 

Offa.’” and ** Caucafus upon Pelion,’ in tremendous 
maffes heaped upon cach other. From the Peak we 
gaze upon the white cliffs of Albion (and here take our 
leave of them) the fouth-weftern coatt of Dorfet, the 
Portiand Ifle, which, like a bully, projects itfelf into the 
channel, and feems to hurl defiance againft the oppofite 
fhores. 








the 
ped 
the 
high 
mof 
, but 
lown 
h it, 
auty 
ntry 


Yen- 


ands, 
ithed 
{Dot- 
Toms 
TOUS 
pes ; 
com: 
1 COts 
{pire 
molt 
inate 
trike 
rer a 

dif- 
‘orelt 
; the 
vers 
upon 
1dous 
c we 
e our 
ry the 
‘o the 
polite 
hores. 


THE MONTHLY VISITOR. 145 


—_— 








fhores. In Sidmouth itfelf we have nothing which is 
worth noticing, if we except the church tower, which is 
certainly a fine piece of mafonry. The modern ereétions 
are many, among the reft there is an excellent inn, a large 
and convenient aflembly room, billiard room and reading 
room. On the beach a gravel walk of about one third 
of a mile in length, has been conftruéted for the accom. 
modation of the company ; the bathing is commodious, 
and, for the convenience of the infirm, warm falt wa- 
ter baths have alfo been ereéted. Here the naturalift 
may find an ample field of inveftigation. The hills 
abound with plants, many of which are rare. In the cliffs 
numerous {pars of different kinds are to be collected : 
nor are the rocks deficient in materials for ftudy and 
amufement. Beautiful fpecimens of the Pholen are 
found imbedded in the marly foundations of the hills ; 
and blocks of free-ftone, which have been broken from 
the fummits of the cliffs, abound with Echine marina, 
petrified coral, and many other produétions of a fimilar 
de(eription. In the bafons, worn by the aétion of the 
waves in the rocks, elegant corallines abound ; and not 
unfrequently that fingular produCtion of nature the ani- 
mal flower, vulgarly called the fea anemone.”’ 

From this entertaining account of Sidmouth, by my 
friend, you will have it in your power to forma fatisface 
tory idealbf the pleafing {pot at which we were now 
arrived. 

As I am particularly partial to the contemplation of 
the sEA, you will indulge me in a few reflections on 
my favourite fubjeét. 

The globe was originally diftributed into land and 
water. The meafure was wifcly defigned, and ts ap- 
propriated to many important purpotes. ‘* The waters 
themfelves,”’ fays Derham, in tus Phyfico- Theology, 
are an admirable work of God, and of mfinite ufe to 
that part of the globe already furveyed; and the pro- 
divious variety and multitudes of curious and wonder- 
ful things obfervable in its inhabitants of all forts, are an 
inexhauitible feene of the Creator’s wifdom and power. 

Vou. VIII N The 
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The vaft bulk of fome, and prodigious minutenefs of 
others, together with the incomparable contrivance and 
ftruéture of the bodies of all; the provifions and fup. 
plies of food afforded to fuch an innumerable company 
of eaters, and that in an elernent unlikely, one would 
think, to afford any great ftore of fupplies ; the bufinels of 
refpiration performed ina way fodifferentfrom, but equi- 
valent to what is in land auimals; the adjuftment of the 
organs of vifion to that element in which the animal 
liveth ; the poife, the fupport, the motion of the body 
forwards with great fwiftnefs, and upwards and down- 
wards with great readiness and agility, and all without 
feet and hands, and ten thoufand things befides; all 
thefe things lav before us a glorious and inexhauftible 
fcene of the divine power, wifdom, and goodnefs.”’ 

What a number of curious articles are here brought 
on mond to what an cxtent of meditation migit fuch 
topics be es lied! 

The fadine/s of the fea has often excited my notice, 
and to many caufes has this its extraordinary quality, 
been aicribed by te feared. Their opinions are thus 
briefly ftated by an ingenious writer. 

‘© Some think that rivers, imbibing fomewhat of falt- 
nefs from bodies over which they flow, or which they 
carry to the fea, might in time, by leaving falts in the 
fea, render it falt; while others maintain that the fea 
was formerly falter than at prefent, the influx of freth 
water gradually affecting the ocean, a contradictory 
mode of reafoning from the former, but equaliy voidof 
demonftration or plaufidility. A third party hints at 
rocks of falt, fitly difpofed to be diffolved uy the waters 
‘and fuch we know there are) while thofe who think 

water was originally created falt, urge much in fup- 
it fentiment. Probably its degree of faltnefs 
tlerent from what we now find it; 

at though certain kind of fithes are 

h water, yet their numbers bear little 

xofe¢ which conflantly inhabit falt- water, 
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and cannot exift out of it. Now if thefe fithes poffeffed 
at firft the fame natures asthey doat prefent, their ele- 
ment was, of neceflity falr. ‘This queltion feems there- 
fore decided, without enguiring how the faltnefs of the 
fea is appointed to prevent its putrefaction? for in 
{mall quantities, at leaft falt-water, the moit firongly 
will putrify ; and thofe who have been long becalmed 
in fultry regions, have but witneffed a fimilar difpofition 
inthe ocean itfelf. Neverthele{s this is no putrid dif- 
pofition in the water, but in that immentfe quantity of 
animal particles, which in fo many ages have replenifhed 
the ocean. As to the degree of /astze/s in the fea, it 
varies in the fame places at different feafons, fometimes 
at different depths, but in general it is found falteft 
where the fun is vertical and where the water fuffers 
the fevereft heat.” 

We are atfo affured by philofophers, that the fea- 
water around the shores of Britain, contains about oxe~ 
twenty-erzhth, or one-thirtieth of fea-falt, and about oxe- 
eightieth of magnefia falt. 

After the enumeration of thefe particulars relative to 
the fea, you will permit me juft to call your attention 
totwo writers, who with peculiar beauty have dwelt 
on this fubjeét. 

Dr. James Fordyce thus expreffes himfelf in his Viezu 
of the Sea, and the paffage was forcibly fuggetted to 
my mind, when contemplating the fame grand obje& at 
Sidmouth. 

“In this place of fecurity,’’ fays that elegant writer, 
“IT view unaffrighted, though not unawed, the majeftic 
ocean, {fpread out before me. Stupendous image of thy 
power, Omnipotent Creator! nor lets of thy benevo- 
lence, Univerfal Parent ! Was it not formed by thee to 
unite in bonds of mutual intercourfe, thy wide extended 
family of mankind ; to carry through various and dif- 
tant nations the refpective produ€tions and difcoveries 
oi each, te relieve er diminifh their mutual warts, and 
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diffeminate the bleffings of religion and humanity unt 
the ends of the earth ? But who can number the tribe 
or tell the diverfity of living creatures with which thoa 
haft replenithed this mighty receptacle of waters, fitting 
all to enjoy their native clement, and many to fupplya 
rich and wholefome nourifhment for man ? May he re. 
ceive it with thankfgiving as one of thofe benefits that, 
when placed within his power, were intended to em. 
ploy his induftry and ftrengthen him for thy fervice? 

Yor would J forget to acknowledge that benignant 
Providence which hath, in fo many other ways, rendered 
the fame element conducive to health and comfort, by 
furnifhing ftores of {alt to featon and preferve our food, 
by refreihing the adjacent coafts with falutary breezes, 
by invigorating the weak and reftoring the difeafed, that 
bathe in its briny waves !’’ 

You will perceive that thefe obfervations are much 
the fame as thofe fuggefted by Durham, only expreffed 
in more elegant language, and fublimed by the fervor 
of devotion, 

The other writer to whom I alluded, as having dwelt 
with peculiar beauty on this fubjeét, is the late Mr. 
Robinton, of Cambridge, who, by a reference to the sEa, 
thus ftrikingly illuftrates the charaéter of the Deity: 
“* Your fear of God is exceffive. The caufe of this 
dread js a partial knowledge of God. Recolleé what | 
faid to you fometime ago, concerning knowing only part 
of a fuljeé?. This is your cafe: you have attended to 
the yudgments of God—to his threatenings againft the 
wicked, and to that punifhment which awaits them in 
another ftate ; but you have not turned your attention 
to the MERCY of God expreffed in his promifes, and in 
his difpenfations of goodneis to others in your condition, 
Suppofe I could take a perfon, one who had never feen 
the sEA, and carry him in an inflant to the fea-fide, 
and fet him down there ; and fuppofe the fea, at that 
inftant, to be in a ftorm; the great black and — 
clouds 
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clouds rolling, thunders rere lightenings flafhing, 
the winds roaring, the fea dafhing, ten thoufand 
watery mountains one againft the other—the beach 
covered with fhattered timber and cordage, mer- 
chandizes and .corpfes; this man would inftantly 
conceive a dreadful idea of the fea, and would fhudder 
and fhriek, and fly for his life! It would be hard to 
give this man a pleafant notion of the fea, e {pecially if 
he had been well informed that feveral of his relati- 
ons and friends had perifhed in the tempef ; yet this 
man would have but /a/fa right notion of the fea. For 
could he be prevailed upon to go down to the beach a 
few days after—the heavens would fmile, the air be 
ference, the water fmooth, the feamen whiftling and 
finging ; here a veffel of trade failing before the wind, 
there a feet of men of war comit ng into harbour; yon- 
der, pleafure boats bafking in the fun, the flute making 
gga to the breeze; the company, even the fofter 
x, enjoying themfelves without fear: this man would 
ik the other Aalf-notion of the sea, and the fqwo put 
together, would be the ju? and érue idea of it.” Apply 
this to our fubjeét. 

You will readily join with me in admiring the appo- 
fitenefs of this illuftration, fince you have often re- 
gretted tome that religion thould ever be clothed in the 
fable garb of melancholy ; for TRUE RELIGION is the 
adoration of that great and wonderful being, by whofe 
extenfive operations the felicity of the whole ‘intelligent 
creation will be ultimately accomplithed. 

Wandering one day on the beach, early m the morn 
ingy I met with an aged fifherman, feated under the 

cliff of a rock, and employed (like James, the fon of 
Zebedee, and John his brother, of old) in mending his 
nets. J entered into converfation with him, and learnt 
from him many things with which I was previoufly un- 
acquainted. Among other particulars, he told mé, that 
thefe coatts had, of late years, been ina meafure, de- 

N 3 ferted 


- 








#50 THE MONTHLY VISITOR. 


Oe 











ferted by the finny tribe. For this faét no fatisfaétory 
reafons could be affigned. This fpirit of emigration, 
by no means uncommon, at prefent, amongft the hu. 
man {pecies, has, it feems, feized the ptcatory race ; nor 
is it yet afcertained to what fhores they have betaken 
themfelves. I gave this fon of misfortune a trifle, for 
which he appeared extremely grateful. Indeed I pitied 
the pocr old man, who lamented the defertion, as it had 
been the occafion of narrowing the means of his fub: 
fiftence. Oa his brow was indented many a furrow, 
and his phyfiognomy affured me that he had, often. 
times, borne the ‘ the pitilefs pelting of the ftorm!” 
Mackarel, however, are caught here in abundance, 
I faw a draught brought afhore one evening, and 
poured from the net into a large bafker, 1 was ftruck 
with thelr appearance, and handled them, for their co. 
lours were beautiful beyond expreflion. The filvery 
white was fhaded by purple dyes, and the quivering 
agonies of diffolution produced a thoufand variations, 
marked by the moft exquifite delicacy. Upon my re. 
turn from this {cene, I found the band belonging to the 
Sidmouth volunteers playing on the beach, “whieh, 
combined with the murmurs of the ‘* wide weltering 
waves,’’ generated the moft pleating fenfations. The 
company were parading backwards and forwards—the 
fun rapidly fettingin the weft, while, by the approach: 
ing fhades of dark nefs, we were admonithed that day 
was clofing upon us, and the empire of night about to 
be refumed. Indeed at that inftant, toa dopt the lan- 
guage of acelebrated female author—‘ | contemplated 
alj nature at reft; the rocks, even grown darker in their 
appearance, looked as if they partook of phe general re- 
pole, and reclined more heavily on their foundations.” 
The chief purport of my vifit to Sidmouth, wa 
to enjoy the company of a valuable friend, who, on 
account of indifpofition, had been obliged to quit 
the metropolis, and chole to retire into this fequeftered 
part 
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part of the country. Him, and his amiable family I 
found embofomed in a vale, which, for the foftnefs of its 
air and the richnefs of its profpeét, was delightful be- 


| yond expreffion. Their manfion was neat and commo- 


dious; their view on the left extended towards the 
fea, and on the right was terminated by a rifing hill, 
whilft the declivity of the oppofite mountain, inter- 
feted by inclofures, and {potted with theep, imparted 
amoft piturefque fcene to the eye of the beholder. 
Near the foot of the door ran a rivulet; which, by its 
pleafing murmurs foothed the ear, and by its tranfpa- 
rency gratified the imagination. About the diftance of 
two fields above the manfion, the fea beautifully un- 
folded itfeif to view between the hills, and veffels were 
couftantly appearing and difappearing, not wholly un- 
like the objects pafling through a magic lantern; though 
certainly the fcene had no conneétion with the ludi- 
crous, nor were the objeéts tranfmitted with equal ra- 
pidity. At the top of the hill was an ancient excamp- 
ment; but whether of Roman or Danith origin cannot 
be afcertained with certainty. There is no doubt, how- 
ever, that thefe coafts were frequently infefted by the 
enemy in the earlier periods of Britith hiftory. From 
this eminence we looked down on the other fide into the 
little village of Sdéury, and its cluftered cottages fug- 
gefted to the mind thofe flattering images of felicity 
which we ufugily conneét with harmlefs rufticity. 

My principal abode was at the houfe of my friend. 
Thence we often fallied forth to furvey the adjacent 
profpeéts ; but the weather was by no means favourable 
to our excurfions. One fine day, however, we afcended 
the oppofite hill, clambering up its fide with difficulty. 
But its fummit amply recompenfed the toil which we 
had endured. Though totally unaccuftomed to the art 
of drawing, yet feating myfelf upon a hillock, I was 
tempted to take a rough fketch of the cottage we had 
left, and of the hills with, which it wasfurrounded. The 
whole 
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whole fcene before me might be likened to the repre. Th 
fentation of a camera obfcura, where the reficéted ima. nine 
ges of objeéts are exhibited with neatnefs and accuracy, wnat 
In our wanderings onward, we ftooped down and had 
plucked many a ripe whortle-Lerry from amidtt the In pe 
prickly furze which covered the ground, and the ga F yin 
thering of which affords to many poor perfons the means ing, i 
of maintenance. We at length came to the brow of the the p 
hill, and ftopping at the deacon, we, for fome time, fur. 
veyed with aftonifhment the divine profpeét which burt ( 
upon us from every quarter of the horizon! Nor could : 
it be pronounced altogether unlikethe eminence whither : 
Adam was led by the archange! Michael, to fhew him : 
what lay hid in the dark womb of futurity : : 
Seliniihiipetonsai A hill, : 
Of Paradife the higheft, from whofe top : 
The hemifphere of earth, in cleareit ken, ( 
Stretch’d out to th’ amplcit reach of profpeét lay, Tl 
Before us, was ftretched the wide extended ocean, mind 
where, could our vifion have been fufficiently invigo. f°? 
rated, we fhould have fpied the iflands of Guernley, the 5 
Jerfey, and Alderney, together with the oppofite coals tit | 
of France. On the Seft lay Sidmouth, whofe venerable chafe 
tower alone was vifible to us, and beyond projeéted the whic 
Portland Iile, reminding me of the unfortunate Halfe. iahal 
well Eaft Indiaman, whofe fate is frefh in every mind, a bri 
Behind, was feena fine extent of country, from the — ““™ 
centre of which the fmoke of Exeter afcended—thus tallec 
enabling me to afcertain the fpot in which the wetftern B06" 
metropolis was fituated. Beneath us was a beautiful eas 
wood, whofe embrowned appearance imparted peculiar a 
folemnity ; and it feemed, indeed, fitted for our Druidi- & Bi 
cal anceftors, who were enthufiaftically attached to & ont 
thefe fylvan receffes. On the right, at the extremity & Rise 
of our profpeét, Torbay prefented itfelf; and we sad | 
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This charming group of objeéts, which from this 
- eminence filled the eye and exhilarated the heart, I was 
unwilling to relinquifh ; it was the fineft fight that I 
had ever beheld, combining the fublime and beautiful 
in perfeétion ! Defcending from this point, therefore, 
with lingering ftep, I ftole many a farewell look, feel- 
ing, in a degree, the reproach fuggefted in the words of 
the poet— 


O! how canft thou renounce the boundlefs ftore 

Of charms, which nature to her vot’ry yields! 

The warbling woodland, the refounding fhore, 

The pomp of groves and garniture of fields! 

All that the genial ray of morning gilds, 

And all that echoes tothe fong of Even ! 

All that the mountain’s fhelt’ring bofom fhields, 

And all the dread magnificence of heav’n, 

O! how canf thou renounce, and hope to be forgiv’n? 


The view of TorBay naturally called up to my 
_mindthe glorious revolution of 1688; for ¢here the 
hero WiLLIAM, with his followers, landed November 
the sth, a day ever to be revered in the annals of Bri- 
tih hiftory! The arrival of our illuftrious deliverer 
chafed away the fhades of popery and arbitrary power, 
which were at that period thickening faft around the 
inhabitants of this highly favoured ifland. ‘ames was 
abrutal bigot, and had juftly forfeited the love and ef- 
teem of his fubjeéts. But this great event is fully de- 
tailed in all our hiftories. With its critical commence- 
ment, its pacific progrefs, and its happy termination, 
youare well acquainted. The many valuable improve- 
ments introduced at that time into the Briti/h conflitu- 
hon, rendered it the objeét of admiration to the fur- 
founding nations. Indeed the emendations which it 
then received, cannot be fufficiently eftimated ; and the 
| memory of thofe individuals who hazarded their lives 
ind fortunes in that grand patriotic undertaking, ftands 
| ‘odeared to pofterity. 
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Hail, facyed polity, by freedom rear’d? 

Hail, facred freedom, when by law reftsain’d! 
Without you, what were man? a groveling herd, 
In darknefs, wsetchedne{s, and want esichain’d. 
Sublim’d by you, the Greek and Roman reign’d 
Jn arts unrival’d: O! tolateft days 

In ALB1on, may your influence, unprofan’d, 
To god-like worth the gen’rous botom raile, 

And prompt the fage’s jore and fire the poet’s lays! 


There were feveral curious medals devifed to per- 
petuate this fiupendous defcent. The moft expreffive 
that I have feen is the following. On one fide is a buf 
of the Prince, with this infcription, William TL. by the 
grace of God, Prince of Orange, Stadtholder of Orange 
and Weft Friefand; and, about the edges, Nox rapit 
Imperium 1s, fed tua Recepit—He DOES NOT SEIZE 
YOUR EMPIRE BUT RECEIVES 1T. On the reverie 
is a fleet, and the Prince on horfeback, drawing up hs 
Janded troops. You have alfo, in the back ground, a 
female proftrate upon the earth, holding a fword in one 
hand and a pair of fcales in the other, hereby fhewing 
that juflice was oppreffed and trampled upon tn Eng. 
land. A hero advancing towards her, relieves her— 
whilft above you read thele words, ferras Afirea revifil, 
—ASTREA REVISITS THE EARTH! 

Hiftory informs us, that WitLsam embarked a 
Fe/voerfuys, in Holland, on the fr? of November, 
638, the trumpets founding, the hautboys playing, the 
foldiers and feamen fhoutmg ; and a crowd of fpeéta- 
tors on the fhore, breathing forth their good withes af- 
ter him. The ufual fignal being given, the fleet, com- 
manded by Admiral Herbett, weighed anchor with all 
poilible diligence, being divided imo three fquadrons, 
on board of which were about 24,000 troops, of divers 
nations : the red fag was for the Engiii and Scotth, 
commanded by Major General Mackay ; the zwArsefor 
his Highnefs’s guards and Brandenburghers, uncer the 
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command of Count Solms; and the Slue for the Datch 
and Freack, under the Count of Naflau. On the 3d 
of November, being got within the North Foreland, and 
the wind favourable at eaft, they made all the fail they 
could, leering a channel courfe. The Prince, who led 
the van, tacked abvut to fee the rear well come up, and, 
having called a council of war between Dover and Ca- 
ais, he ordered that his own ftandard fhould be fet up, 
and that the fleet fhould clofe up in a body; his High- 
nets, with three men of war to attend him, one at fome 
difance before the fhip he was in, and onc on each fide 
of him, failed forwards before the Meer. Next failed 
the trani ports, vi€tuallers, and tenders, wit h their decks 
covered with officers and fofdiers; and the main body 
of the men o of war brought up the rear, ready to receive 
the enemy, if, as 1 was expected, they had attempted 
todifiurd their paflage. On the qth af November, be- 
ing Sunday, and the au {picious birth-day of the Prince, 
mo people were of opinion that he would land either 
inthe Ife of Wight, Portimouth, or fomewhere in 
quarter. But herein they were miftaken, for they 
continued failing onwards 3 pafling by Dartmouth, the 
weather grew hazy, fo that they everfhot TorBay, 
where the Prince defiened ito land. The weather, how- 
ever, clearing up about nine, and the wind almoft mira- 
culoufly changing to the W. S. W. this gave them ez- 

















isiz 
trance inio the Bay, for as 7 as they were get in, 
and whe on it had executed it s commifiion, it returned 
again to the fame quarter, it was before they wanted it. 
The people < of Dev onfhire having difcovered the fleet, 
flocked to the fhore, not to oppofe the Prince’s landing, 
but to w elcome their deliverer with loud acciamations ! 
An anecdote was told me, relative to the landing of 
W il wes by a gentleman with — I had the pleature 
of dining in the neighbourhood o Sidmouth. Ir ts 
handed down in the family from his atin, who took 
an active p part on this grand occafiuone A Mr. John 
Duke, 
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Duke, of Otterton, a man of confiderable wealth and 
influence in that part of the country, joined the hero, 
on his arrival at Torbay. Being introduced into hi 
prefence, William immediately afked him to favour him 
with his name; he replied, with a timid hefitation, 
John—DukeE of Otterton. The Prince expreffed his 
furprize, and taking out a lift of the nobility from hi 
pocket, which he had been led to fuppofe was correét, 
he looked over it, and then declared that no fuch Dut 
was to be found there ! The gentleman, however, foou 
obviated the difficulty, by repeating his name with an 
accelerated pronunciation, Yohn Duke—of Otterton, 
Every embarraffment being thus removed, Willian 
finiled at the miftake, and embraced him with joy. 

At prefent TorRay is a famous rendezvous for our 
fleets, and its little village Brixham (where it is {aid 
the very fone on which WiLLiaM firkt ftepped athor: 
is ftill preferved) can boaft of many veffels which trade 
in its fifhery. 

You will not, my good friend, cenfure me for this di- 
greffion. Could I have contemplated, though at fome 
diftance, this famous fpot, without fuch feelings, you 
might have juftly accufed me of a want of fenfibility. 
An indifference to the momentous events of our own 
hiftory, particularly, events in which the weliare and 
happinefs of our fellow creatures were deeply involved, 
is not enjoined upon us either by the dictates of reafon 
or by the injunétions of revelation. ‘* To abftraét the 
mind from all /ocal emotion,” {ays the great Dr. Joha- 
fon, ‘* would be impoflible if it were endeavoured, and 
would be foolith if it were poffible. Whatever with 
draws us from the power of our fenfes; whatever 
makes the paft, the diftant, or the future, predominate 
over the prefent, advances us in the dignity of thinking 
beings. Far from me and my friends be fuch frigid 
philofophy, as may conduét us indifferent and unmoved 
over any ground which has been dignified by wifdom, 
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bravery, or virtue. That maw is little to be envied, 
whofe patriotifm would not gain force upon the plains 
of Marathon, or whofe piety would not grow warmer 
among the ruins of Iona 2” 

After a fortnight’s ftay.in this part of Devonthire, I 
with realregret bid my friend, and his family, an adieu ; 
for in many refpeéts they reminded me of the happy 
group delineated by Thomfon, and who are faid to have 
been bleffed with, 

An elegant fufficiency, content, 
Retirement, rural quiet, friendfhip, books, 
Eafe and alternate jabour, ufeful life, 
Progreflive virtue and approving heaven. 


My next letter will embrace Exeter, Honitox, and 
Taunton, That you may, however, be relieved from 
this long, and perhaps tedious narrative, I haften, my 
worthy friend, to fubfcribe myfelf, 


Yours, refpeétfully. 
a 
SHORT ACCOUNT 
OF THE 
ELANNERS AND MANAGEMENT OF THE ‘HOGS, 


DURING THE TIME OF THEIR AUTUMNAL 
RESIDENCE IN THE WOODS. 


[ From Gilpin’s Remarks on Forej? Scenery.] 


HE firft ftep the fwineherd takes is, to invefti- 

gate fome clofe fheltered part of the foreft, where 
there is a conveniency of water, and plenty of oa# or 
beech maft; the former of which he prefers, when he 
can have it in abundance. He next fixes on fome 
fpreading tree, round the bole of which he wattles a 
hight circular fence, of the dimenfions he wants, and 
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covering it roughly with boughs and fods, he fills it 
plentifully with ftraw or fern. 

Having made this preparation, he colleéts his colony 
among the farmers ; with whom he commonly agrees 
for a thilling a head, and will get together a herd of 
FIVE of SIX HUNDRED HOGs, Having driven ther 
to their deftined hat bitation, he gives them a plentiful 
fupper of acorns or beech maft, which he had al lready 
provided, founding his horn during the repaft. He then 
turns them into the litter, where, after a long journey 
and a hearty meal, they fle ef » delicioufly. 

The next morning he lets them look a little around 
them, mreank a the poo! or ‘Recemh, weikive the vy may 
occafional ily dri nk, leaves them to pick up the offals of 
the laft night’s meal, and as the evening draws on, gives 
them another plentiful repatt, under the neighbouring 
trees, which rain acorns upon them for an hour toge- 
ther, at the found of his horn. He then fends them 
again to flcep. 

The following day he is, perhaps, at the pains 
procuring them another meal, with mufic playing as 
ufual. He then leaves them a little more to them- 
felves, having an eye, however, on the ey ‘hours 
But as their bellies are full, they feldom wander far 
from home, retiring, commonly, very orderly and 1 early 
to bed. 

After this, he throws his ftye open, and leaves them 
to cater for themfelves, and from henceforward has 
little more trouble with them duriag the whole time of 
their migration. Now and thea, in calm weather, 
when maft falls fparingly, he calls them, perhaps, to- 
gether, by the mufic of his horn, toa gratuitous meal; 
but,*in general, they need little attention, returning 
regularly home at night, though ¢dey often waader in 
the day, two or three miles from their ftye. There are 
experienced leaders in all herds, which hay ve {pent this 
roving life before, and can inftruét their juniors in the 
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method of it! By this management the herd is carried 
home to their refpeétive owners in fuch condition, 
that a little dry meat will foon fatten them. 


oe 


CURIOUS PARTICULARS 
CHARACTERISTICOF EACH MONTHINTHE YEAR, 
Fed from the Netv Fdition of Dr. Aikin’s 


Calendar of Nature, 


CALENDAR OF NATURE. 
OCTOBER. 

———— The fading many-colour’d wood, 
Shade deep’ning over atk the country round 
Imbrown; a crowded umbrage dufk and dun, 

f every hue, from wan declining green 
To footy dark, 
ANON, 


i. peauwd bufinefs of nature, at this feafon, with 
Wy refpeét to the vegetable world is dfemination, 

for the feels are now to be sinpaheed in the foltering 
bofom of the earth. 2. The parent vegetable, if Aer- 
baceous, either. to ne Bee A rif] nes; OF di :s down tothe root 5 
if a tree or farub, cats away all its tender leaves. 3. 
Seeds {cattered in various mant ome by the > winds, 
which, therefore, moft generé to be met with, as 
dandelion, groundfel, ra; gewort, thidiles, &c. others by 
hooks, catching hold on animals pafli Bs as common 
burs; fome thrown abroad by an elaitte {pring, as the 
touch-me-not, and cuckoo flower ; others eaten by birds 
and difcharged, uniajured, by them, flying. 4. Gloom 
of the declining year enlivened by the rich and bright 
colours of fading leaves, to fome more interefting than 
O 2 the 
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the blofoms of {pring or the radiance and verdure of 
fummer : 


fe virgin leaves, of pureft vivid green, 
Which charm’d ere yet they trembled on the trees, 
Now cheer the fober land{cape in decay ; 
The lime firit fading, and the golden beech, 
With bark of filver hue; the mofs-grown sly 
Tenacious of its leaves of ruffet-brown, 
Th’ enfanguin’d dog-wood, and a thoufand tints, 
Which Flora drefs’d in all her pride of bloom, 
Could fcarcely equal, decorate the groves. 


s. Ripened berries in a great variety adorn the hedges, 
as the hip, the haw, the floe, the bilack-berry, and the 
berries of the bryony, privet, honey- fuckle, elder, 
holly, and woody night-fhade. 6. Thefe a valuable 
fupply for birds in cold weather, and Lord Bacon fays 
they are moft plentiful when the enfuing winter is to be 


moft fevere. 7. The fwallow, which builds its neft under 
the eaves of houfes, difappears ; then the fand-martin, 
the fmalleft kind of fwallow, and lateft in migration. 8 
The royfton, or hooded-crow, bred in the north, now 
migrates to the fouthern diftriéts, next to the raven 
for deftruétion, fo that in Scotland a reward is offered 
for its head. 9. Woodcock begins to appear, and 
water-fowl arife from their arétic fummer refidence, to 
winter on the fhores of Britain. 10. The amufements 
of rooks, in the evening, now curious; a pleafing mur- 
mur, not unlike the cry of a pack of hounds in deep 
hollow woods, or the tumbling of the tide on a pebbly 
fhore. Stares alfo begin to congregate in the fens, de- 
ftroying the reeds. 11. Ground covered with fpiders 
weaving gofamer. 12. A remarkable fhower of goffa- 
mer mentioned in White’s Natural Hiftory. 13. Fogs 
thick and fr equent, becaufe the cold air condenfes the 
vapour rifing from the warm earth. 14. This month 
the height of the hunting {eafon—the weather being 
fuitable ‘and the produéts of the earth houfed : 


All 
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All now is free as air, and the gay pack 

In the rough briftly ftubbles range unblam‘d; 

No widow’s tears o'erflow; no fecret curfe 

Swells in the farmer’s breaft, which his pale lips, 

Trembl’ing, conceal, by his fierce landlord aw’d: 

But courteous now, he levels ev’ry fence, 

Joins in the ceremony, and holloos loud, 

Charm’d with the rattling thunder of the field. 
SOMERVILLE, 


15. Bee-hives defpoiled of their honey. 16. In the 
wine countrics of Europe the vintage now takes place. 
17. This month, on account of its mild temperature, 
chofen for brewing malt liquor, defigned for long keep- 
ing, therefore called ofd Odfober. 13. The decoy but- 
nels begins in the marth lands of Lincolnfhire. 19. 
London market fupplied from thence, particularly from 
the ten decoys near Wainfleet, which have been known 
to fend to the metropolis, in a fingle fealon, 31,200 
ducks, teals, and widgeons. 20. The farmer continues 
tofow corn, but not wheat, till the end of it; acorns 
fown, foreft and fruit trees planted ; a few flowers ftill 
cheer the eye, a fecond blow of fome kinds, particularly 
the woodbine, but the {cent of all thefe very faint; but 
the GREEN HOUSE forming a beautiful contrat with 
the nakednefs of the fields and garden, 1s, at this period, 
tn high perreétion. 
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NARRATIVE 
OF 


MR. JOHNSON, 


WHO WAS TAKEN PRISONER BY THE INDIANS 
[N 1790. 


[From the Duke dela Rochefoucault’s Travels through 
North America.] 


R. Jobnfon, inhabitant and merchant of Rich- 
mond, in Virginia, found himfelf under the ne. 
ceffity of proceeding to Kentucky; there to receive 
certain fums of money, due to his father, who was re. 
cently dead; and to examine fome witneffes before the 
fupreme court of the ftate of Virginia. Having made 
the fame tour the preceding year, he fet out accordingly 
from Richmond, in the beginning of the month of 
March 1790, and proceeded with his friend, Mr. May, 
a great landholder in Kentucky, and an inhabitant of 
Peterfburg, to Kecklar’s Station, in Virginia, on the 
banks of the Great Kanhaway. They found there 
James Skuyl, a merchant, of Great Brayer-court. 
houfe, in Virginia, who was carrying a large quantity 
of merchandife to Kentucky. They jointly purchafed 
one of the veffels, which, as they are intended merely 
to defcend the Ohio, and are not built to remount it, 
have no more durability than is required for that pure 
pofe, and are, confequently, fold at a cheap rate. They 
are large flat-bottomed veficls, without any deck ; and 
are fold in Limeftone for the value of their timber. 
Having embarked on board.this veffel with their mer- 
chandife and ftores, they defcended the river, working the 
vefle] themfelves. During the whole paflage of two hun- 
dred and ninety-five miles thence to Limeftone, nothing 
is required but to keep the veffel in the middle of the 
ftream, which is fufficiently rapid to earry her down, 
without the leait alliftance from rowing. At the con- 
* fluence 
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fluence of the Kanhaway with the Ohio, at Point Plea- 
fant, they found three other travellers, who were wait 
ing for an opportunity to proceed on the fame journey ; 
namely, William Phivn, of Point Pleafant, a petty 
wadefman, who was in the habit of travelling to Ken- 
mecky ; and Dolly and Peggy Flemming, likewife of 
Point Pleafant, who intended to proceed to Kentucky, 
under the proteétion of Phlyn, a relation of theirs, and 
to fettle in that place. They were, all of them, fully 
aware that the navigation of the Ohio is not exempt 
from danger; but they alfo knew, that inftances of the 
Indians attacking a veffel im the midft of the ream are 
very rare, and that an attack on a veffel, with fix per- 
fons on board, was altogether unprecedented. 

They had failed ome hundred and fix miles; it was 
five o'clock in the morning: thev were near the con- 
fluence of the Sciota, and had a fair profpeét of reach- 
ing Limeftone the next morning, by day-break. Paf- 
fing on with this expectation, they heard dreadful 
thricks, proceeding from two men, who {poke Englith, 
and told them, in the moft affeéting tone of grief, that 
they had been taken prifoners by the Indians, and had 
made their efcape, but feared to fall again ito their 
hands, They had not eaten any thing for thefe four 
days paft, and entreated, if they could not be taken on 
board, to be at leaft fupplted with fome provifion, and 
thus faved from the unavoidable danger of perifhing 
through hunger. The firft and immediate fentiment 
of alt the paffengers, impelled them to fuccour thefe 
unfortunate perlons ; but a little confideration excited 
ftrong epuechitrtinhd in fome of them, ieft the aflift- 
ance which they might afford thefe perfons fhould throw 
themfelves into the hands of the Indians. 

The two unfortunate men followed the veffel along 
the fhore, as fhe was carried onwards by the current, 
Their mournful lamentations, their. {creams, and ex- 
preflions of agonizing anguith and defpair, ftill increaf- 
ing, William Phiyn, who derived fome kind of autho- 

rity 
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rity from his being accuftomed to this paffage, and in 
the habit of frequenting Kentucky, propofed, that he 
would go alone, and carry bread to the unfortunate fuf. 
ferers, if his companions would land him on thore. He 
contended, that he fhould difcern the Indians from 
afar, if they made their appearance; that, in this cafe, 
the veffel might eafily regain the middle of the ftream; 
and that he would meke the journey to Limeftone on 
foot, without falling into the hands of the Indians. It 
would have been extremely hard to oppefe this propo. 
fal, which was feconded by the two women, and by 
James Skuvi. Mr. Johnion and Mr. May, therefore, 
yielded, rather out of weaknefs, than from any hearty 
approbation of the meafure. They fieered towards the 
thore, where the two fufferers were cragging tl:em- 
felves along, as if tormented by the moit excruciating 
pains, Why is it that humanity and candour mutt fo 
frequently fal! victims to artifice and fraud? The two 
men were two traitors, fuborned by the Endians to de- 
coy the veffel to the fhore. The Indians foilowed 
them, at fome diitance, conftantly concealing them- 
felves behind trees. The moment the veffel reached 
the fhore, they burtt forth, about twentv-five or thirty 
in number, raifed a dreadful howl, and fired on the pai- 
fengers. Two of them were killed by the firft firing, 
and the refi, in equal aftonifhment and terror, endea- 
voured to regain the middle of the ftream: but being 
too near the fhore, and their activity and dexterity be- 
ing feverely checked by the proximity of the impend- 
ing danger, they made but little way. The two perfons 
killed were Mr. May and Dolly Fleming. The Indians 
continued to fire. James Skuyl was wounded, and two 
horfes, which were on board, were killed. All this in- 
creafed the terror of the three travellers, who were yet 
able to work, and impaired their exertions. The fury 
of the Indians increafed in proportion to their hope of 
fuccefs. Some threw themfelves into the river, and 
fwam towards the fhip; thofe who remained on fhore, 
threatened 
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threatened to fire on the paffengers, if they fhould make 
the leaft refiftance, and kept their pieces conftantly le- 
yelled atthem. The fwimmers brought the fhip ac- 
cordingly on fhore; and the unfortunate Americans 
were obliged to land under the continued howl of the 
Indians, which, however, were no longer the accents 
of rage, but fhouts of joy, on account of the feizure of 
their prey. 

The articles found in the fhip were carried to the 
fire, as well as the two unfortunate perfons who had 
been fhor. The latter were completely firipped of their 
clothes, fcalped on the fpot, and thrown into the river. 
The fcalps were dried by the fire, to increafe the tro- 
phies of the tribe. 

The Indians were now near feventy im number, 
among whom were about a dozen women. Their 
leader affembled them around the fire, and, holding the 
tomahawk in his hand, addreffed them in a fpeech, 
which lafted about an hour, and which he delivered 
with great eafe and fluency of expreflion, with geftures, 
and in a tone of enthufiafm, looking frequently up to 
heaven, or cafting down his eyes on the ground, and 
pointing now to rhe prifoners, now to the river. Al- 
moft at every phrafe the Indians, who liftened to him 
with the utmoft attention, expreffed their approbation 
and applaufe with accents of deep, mournful exclama- 
tion, The booty was divided among the different 
tribes which fhared in this enterprife. The tribe of 
the Shawanefe, icing the moft numcrous, and that to 
which the leader belonged, received three prifoners, 
and William Phlyn fell to the fhare of the other tribe, 
the Cherokees. Every prifoner was given to the charge 
of an Indian, who was anfwerable for his perfon. Al- 
though thus diftributed, the prifoners remained toge- 
ther, and megleéted not to improve the liberty allowed 
them, converting with each other without conftraint. 

he two men, who, by their lamentations, had de- 
coved them on fhore, now rejoined the Indians. Their 
wretched 
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yretched victims poured forth againft them fevere re 
proaches, though they were fomewhat foftened by the 
fear of being overheard by the Indians. They pleaded 
neceility, and that they had been ordered, on pain of 
death, to act as they did. By their accounts, they were 
inhabitants of Kentucky, furprifed by the Indians fix 
months befure, in thetr own habitations; and had, al- 
ready, feveral times, been employed in fimilar treachery, 
The ftores found on board the veffel, ferved the Indians 
for their meals, in which they generoufly allowed the 
prifoners to partake. Night coming cn, every one lay 
down to reft, under the trees. The prifoners were fur- 
rounced by the tribes to which they reipeétively be. 
longed, and fingly guarded by the Indian who had the 
charge of them. Peggy Fleming, who was never left 
by her guards, was, this night in particular, furrounded 
by women. Mr. Jolinfon was tied by the elbows ; and 
the ends of the rapes were fattened to trees, which ftood 
far afunder, fo that it was altogether impoifible for him 
to lie down. Yet this was not deemed fufficient. 
Another rope, faftened to a tree, was tied round his 
neck, and from it a rattle was fufpended, which, if he 
had made the leaf motion, would have awakened the 
whole troop. The reft were treated nearly in the 
fame maunecr. The two white {pics enjoved the mo 
perfect liberty. Some Indians were ftauioned at certain 
diftances, around the party, to obferve what was pal 
fing in the furrounding country. 

Karly in the morning the prifoners were unbound, 
and fuffered to enjoy the fame liberty as on the pre- 
ceding day. About ten o’clock the Indians, who were 
pofted along the banks of the Ohio, reported, thata 
veffel was dropping down the river. The prifoners 
were ordered to join the other two, who yetterday be- 
guiled their prey, and to exert their utmodt efforts @ 
decoy the paffengers in the fhip on fhore. It is ealy 
toconceive that the horror which they felt, on receiv 
ing thefe orders, was ftrongly combated by the pre of 
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infant death, with which they were threatened, in cafe 
of difobedience and refufal: they were, therefore, un- 
der the neceflity of joining the other two white men. 
Mr. Johnfon, however, though compelled, for the pre« 
fervation of his own life, to pretend to do like the 
others, firmly determined not to make himfelf guilty of 
recafioning the flavery, or probable death. of the unfor- 
tunate paflengers on board, by any voluntary action on 


} his part; and, confequently, neither to make the final- 


left gefture, nor to fpeak a word: and well might he 


Iipare himfelf this trouble. His companions exerted 


themfelves to the utmoft, to excite the compaffion of 
the paffengers on board, who, without the leaft hefira- 
tion, ftocd in towards the fhore, to fuccour and refcue 
from flavery thofe whom they thought unfortunate 
captives. Scarcely had they approached within a {mall 
ditance of the fhore, when the Indians, who, as on the 
preceding day, hed ftolen along bebind the bufhes, haf- 


}tened up, fired, and fhot the fix perfons on board. 
| Shouts of viétory fucceeded to the howls of barbarous 


rage. The veflel was hauled on fhore; and twoof the 
ill-fated paffengers, who were not yet dead, were im- 
mediately difpatched with the tomahawk. The fix 
icalps were torn off and dricd, and the bocty was di- 
vided, but with fewer formalities than on the preceding 


| day. Soon after the fcouts made fignals, that three 


other veffels were in fight: the fame ftratagem was 
employed, but for this time, in vain. The families on 
boar’, which were proceeding to Kentucky, did not 


} appear to make any attempt to deviate from their 


courfe, but, on the contrary, purfued it with redoubled 
activity. The Indians fired at the veffels, but from 


| the breadth of the Ohio, which, in this place, is almoft 


amile, the balls took nocffcét: yet the paffengers were 


| panic ftruck. f the three veffels, which they occu- 


pied with their cattle, they deferted two, and joined all 
none; believing that they might thus proceed fafter, 
and 
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Send 


and more certainly make their efcape. The other tw 
veffels they abandoned to the ftream. This meafur 
in{pired the Indians with a hope of feizing them, which 
they would never have attempted, if the paffenges, 
without leaving thefe two veffels, had ftedfaftly purfued 
their courfe. The Indians, who, in all their enter. 
prifes, were rather animated by a thirft for plunder, than 
by real courage, never venture upon an attack, withour 
being convinced that they are fuperior in ftrength ; acon. 
viction which they do not readily admit. Infpiriced by 
their number, by the obvious panic of their enemies, 
and by the feparation of their means of defence, they 
refolved on purfuing them. Having on the preceding 
day captured two veffels, they went on board, embarked 
their prifoners, and, with all poffible fpeed, purfued the 
flying fhip. The two veffels which had been aban- 
doned to the ftream, foon fell into their hands ; bur, 
not fatisfied with their capture, they were bent upoa 
taking the chird, which they purfued with redoubled 
exertion, raifing dreadful howls, and difcharging all 
their pieces; but their fire proved as ineffeétual as their 
other exertions. The fugitive veffel having gained 
confiderably the ftart of them, approached a {pot where 
the Indians feared to encounter new enemies. Ther 
were, accordingly, obliged to relinquith their defign, 
and to content themfelves with the rich booty whica 
had aiready fallen into their hands. They brought 
every thing on fhore, and, without diftributing the 
whole, fell eagerly on fome catks of whifky. They 
drank fo largely, that ali of them were {oon intoxicated. 
Six or feven, to whom was committed the charge o 
guarding the booty, and who had been ordered at the 
beginning of thefe Bacchanalian revels, to drink wih 
moderation, retained alone the ufe of their fenfes. All 
the reft lay buried in a profound fleep; and, among 
them, the leader of the party and the guards of the pri- 
foners. Mr. Johnfon’s mind was too deeply affected YY 
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his dreadful fituation to fhare in this difgufting ban- 
quet. Totally abforbed in the contemplation of the 
dangers and miferies that awaited him, and cagerly de- 
firous of warding them off, if poffible, he conceived that 
the profound fleep of all the Indians around him might 
afford the means of efcape, and communicated his idea 
to James Skuyl, who was lying by his fide. The vef- 
fels were faftened to ftakes along the fhore, at a {mall 
diftance from them : the fuccefs of their enterprife de- 
pended merely on their ftealing thither unobferved, 
throwing themfelves into the firft veffel they fhould 
find, the night being very dark, and abandon her to the 
fiream. Succefs appeared as certain, if they could reach 
the veffels, as inftant death, on the other hand, if they 
were apprehended. 

The laft words of this converfation were uttered in 
a voice fo very low, that it was impoflible to conceive 
they fhould have been underftood by an Indian, who lay 
ataconfiderable diftance, though he were even poffeffed 
ofa knowledge of the Englith tongue; yet he arofe, 
and tied them in the fame manner as the preceding 
night, without fhowing, however, the leaft pailion, nay, 
without {peaking a word. 

Thus tue pleafing hopes of the two prifoners were 
blafted on a fudden, and converted into renewed de- 
{pair, 

At break of day the furrounding troop awoke ; they 
were untied ; and this day, the third of their captivity, 
was {pent in continual révels, kept up with the whitky, 
which had been left the preceding day. The leader, 
probably from an opinion that this expedition had al- 
ready proved fufficiently produétive, proclaimed his will 
on the next following day, that it fhould be clofed; and 
the different tribes, which had taken a fhare in it, fet 
outon their way home. They allinhabited the neigh- 
bourhood of the lakes Ontario and Erie. The leader 
of the moft numerous tribe was a Shawanefe ; the reft 
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were Lower Creeks, Wvyandats, Mingoes, Othen- 
wages, Delawares, Ottawas, Chepowas, and Chero. 
kees. 

Mr. Johnfon, with James Skuyl, being compelled to 
accompany the Shawanefe on their return, often ex. 
perienced much brutal treatment; Mr. Johnfon was 
fold by them to a chief of the Mingoes; but falling in 
foon after with the fame tribe of the Shawanefe, who 
were the ftronger party, he was violently torn from his 
new matters, and “ re-plunged into his former anxiety 
and mifery.”’ 

His fituation appeared to him the more defperate, as 
a French merchant of Canada, who, being informed by 
the Indians that the Shawanefe had a white prifoner 
with them, came to redeem him, but had met witha 
refufal from the chief, who told him, that he meant to 
lead him, with the other booty, in triumph through his 
town. The merchant promifed Mr. Johnfon to renew 
his application the next morning, but the latter had re- 
nounced all hope. The merchant aétually came the 
next morning according to his promife, at the time of 
the arrival of the prifoner, and made feveral trifling 
bargains with the Indians: but all his applications con- 
cerning Johnfon were in vain. An event, with which 
his moft fanguine hopes could not have flattered hin, 
foon took place. The Shawanefe, proceeding on their 
journey, met an Indian with a horfe loaded with 
whifky ; part of the booty was quickly exchanged for 
fome barrels: The next morning the remainder of the 
booty went the fame way, and on the following day 
they paid the Indian for what whifky he had lett, in 
horfes, which they had brought with them from the 
banks of the Ohio. The Shawanefe paffed fix days in 
a fate of continual intoxication, and continued drinking 
until they had nothing left to drink. Afhamed to re- 
turn to their tribe without any trophies, but one fingle 
prifoner, they determined on another es : 
which 
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which Mr. Johnfon was to co-operate Yet, on ma- 
ture deliberation, they found it ftill more advifeable to 
fell the prifoner, in order to be able to drink whifky, 
and drink it largely, previoufly to their taking the ficld 
again. The expreilion of vehemence and favagene(s in 
their faces, which was heightened by the fumes of 
whifky, not yet altogether evaporated, greatly increafed 
Mr. Johnfon’s uneatinefs during thefe debates. Jt was 
in vain his woe-worn mind endeavoured to find out 
their objeét, when the following morning he was called 
to the two chiefs, who ordered him to mount a horfe 
and pufh on with them as faft as he could. He now 
imagined his laft hour was come, but this time his fear 
was not of long duration. The place whither he was 
conduéted was not above five miles diftant; it was the 
habitation of Mr. Duchoquet, the merchant whom he 
had already feen. After fome glaffes of whifky had 
been drunk, the bargain was foon ftruck ; fix hundred 
fmall filver fhirt-buckles, fuch as the common people 
wear, conftituted the ranfom, amounting to twenty-five 
louis d’or. 

At the beginning of June, Mr. Duchoquet fet out 
with his gueft on his journey to Canada. Lake Erie 
was but fifty miles diftant. Thev embarked there for 
Detroit, where Mr. Duchoquet refides, and arrived 
there on the 13th of June. 

The Englith governor erdered Mr. Johnfon to be 
conveyed acrofs Lake Erie, in a king’syacht. Thence 
he went in another veffel to the celebrated cataraét of 
Niagara, to conceive an adequate idea of which, is bde- 
yond the powers of human fancy. From this ftupen- 
dovus water-fall he proceeded in a boat along the banks 
of Lake Ontario, and thence on the river Olwego to 
Aloany, New York, and Virginia, where, having been 
aflicted fix weeks by fate, favages, and mufquitoes, he 
rejoined his family, whom he had utterly de{paired of 
ever feeing again ; happy that fo many fufferings ter- 
minated in this fortunate but unexpected eveat. 

2 AN 
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AN 
ORATION, 
DELIVERED IN A PRIVATE SOCIETY, 
ON THE QUESTION 5 
Which imparts moft Happinefs to Man— 
HOPE or FRUITION? 


Man never /s, but always to de BLEST. POPE, 


Ei has often been queftioned, Whether expectation 
or fruition imparts the greateft pleafure to the hu- 
man breaft? To this queftion we can all {peak from 
our own experience. None of us can have lived, even 
a few years in this world, without having often in. 
dulged hopes, which have fometimes been difappointed, 
and fometimes an{wered by events. 

Whenever our expeétations have been realized, we 
can judge whether the pleafure which we then re- 
ceived, was equal to that which we enjoyed in the prof- 
pect. Inexperienced youth may confidently affirm, 
that participation affords a greater pleafure than expec- 
tation ; but if we refer ourfelves tothe decifion of per- 
fons advanced in years, I fear we fhall, almoft always 
find them to be of a different opinion. 

This is a queftion on which every one muft form an 
opinion for himfelf, and on which opinions may be as 
various as the circumftarces and difpofitions of men. 
Some have been far more fortunate than others, and 
fome might be happy in the fame fituations in which 
others would be wretched. Can it then be expeéted 
that all fhould return the fame anfwer to the propofal of 
our queftion? For my own part, | am confidently 
perfuaded, that enjoyment feldoms anfwers expeéta- 
tion. 

Some few inftances may, perhaps, be adduced as 
exceptions. It may be faid that we receive greater 

pleafure 
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pleafure from meeting with abfent friends, than from 
the expectation of feemg them. This I fhall not con- 
travert. But how many other inftances might be men- 
tioned, in which it would be folly to deny, that the 
pleafure confifted chietly in expeétation ? When one 
fituation in life is exchanged for another, which it is 
thought will be more agreeable; how feldom is it found 
that the change is what we expedted ? The acquifition 
of wealth, fame, honour, or authority, will very rarely 
anfwer the expectation which they had excited. To 
their votaries we may fafely appeal for the truth of this 
afertion. Were not mankind conftituted fo, as to de- 
fire thofe things, they would have little or nothing, as 
tothe prefent ftate of exiftence, to ftimulate them to 
exertion, When they have obtained their defires, ftill 
they are diffatisfied, and proceed to fome other purfuits. 
To be continually devifing new fchemes of happinefs, 
and perpetually difappointed in expeétation, is th: def- 
tined lot of humanity. Were we deftitute of hope, 
how {mall a fhare of happinefs would arife from enjoy - 
ment! Where is the maz to be found, who Is fatisfied 
with what he poffeffes ?—Who does not look forward 
tofomething from which he expeéts to have his happinefs 
increafed ? In expectation, delight is often experienced ; 
but when our defires are obtained, how {mall is the 
gratification! Thus we find it by experience; and are 
never fo happy as when we are full of animating prof- 
peéis. We are then aétive and enterprifing—not ecafily 
deterred by the difficulties which are before us. When 
we have fucceeded in our projeéts, we find how little 
we have gained. Is not this agreeable to the ordinary 
experience of mankind? Can it be faid that men in 
general, receive as much pleafure from the fuccefs of 
their fchemes, as they do from looking forward to their 
completion ? If this queftion be anfwered in the affir- 
mative, the anfwer can only be referred to his own 
future experience. By that teft he will, perhaps, be 
convinced that our pleafure in this life, confifts, prin- 

3 cipally, 
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cipally, in expeétation; and be led to adopt the fenti. 
meat of Burns, the famous Scotch Poet: 


“ Happy ye fons of bufy life, 

Who, equal to the buftling ftrife, 
No other view regard ; 

Ev’n when the wifhed end’s deny’d, 

Yet while the bufy means are ply’d, 
They bring their ows reward.” 


It was wifely appointed by the Author of our Being, 
that all our enjoyments in the prefent ftate of exiftence, 
fhould be tranfient and unfatisfaétory. Our. defires do 


not meet with full gratification, becaufe it was not in. F 


tended that we fhould continue here forever. Dil 
every thing fucceed according to our wifhes, and out 
enjoyments prove equal to our expedlations, we fhouli 
think a future ftate no part of our concern. We couli 
not reflect without the greateft reluétance, on leaving 
this world for one which 1s unknown ; and the though 
that death is inevitable, would be attended with pu- 
gent diftrefs. 

But now, when the mind has been convinced by ex- 


perience, that all things below are frail, uncertain, ani ff 
delufive ; when it is affured that a ftate of happinel 


remains, in the expeétation of which it will not be dif. 
appointed, it can look forward without regret, to th 
period when it muft take a final leave of fcenes to whit 
it has always been accuftomed, and which, at laft, have 


ceafed to be defirable. The only remaining obftace 


is parting with friends, whom we have valued and el 
teemed. But this is removed by the confideratiot, 
that they, as well as we, fhall again exift in a happit 
{tate ; and that we fhall never again be feparated. 
The infufficiency of all our acquifitions to afford com: 
plete and lafting fatisfaétion, is likewife confidered a 
a forcible argument, that we are defigned for: 
higher fphere of aétion and enjoyment, than that it 


which we at prefent exift. Our defires are never full 


fatisfied, 
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fatisfied, nor our faculties improved to the degree of 
which they are capable. If death terminates our exif- 
tence for ever, man appeurs to have been made in vain. 
Dr. Young has fome beautiful lines on this fubjeét, with 
which I fhall conclude. Speaking of Man, he threwdly 
remarks : 








“ His immortality alone can folve 

That darkeft of enigmas, human hope ; 

Of all the darkeft, if at death we die. 

Hope, eager Hore, th’ aflaffin of our joy, 

All prefent bleffings treading under foot, 

Is fcarce a milder tyrant than defpair! 

With no paft toils content, {till planning new, 
Hope turns us o’er to death alone for eafe. 
Poffeffion, why more taftelefs than purfuit ? 
Why is a with far dearer than a crown ? 

That with accomplifh’d, why the grave of blifs ? 
Beyond our plans of empire and renown 

Lies all that man with ardour fhould purfue, 
And #e who made him bent him to the right. 


Hoxton. R. A. 


a ene tee 


THE SEA-BEAR. 


{From a View of the Ruflian Empire, by William 
Tooke, F.R. S.] 


- o fea-bear appears in troops in the eaftern 
ocean, principally between the Kurilly and the 
Aleutan iflands. The largeft of thefe animals are ninety 
Englith inches in length, and weigh eighteen or twenty 
pood. They refemble no Jand-animal more than the 
bear, excepting only the feet, and the hinder part of the 
body, which terminates in a grotefque figure. What 
is more fingular inthe ftruéture of thefe animais is their 
finny feet, having not only joints and toes, by which 
they are enabled to go on fhore, to fit on their breech 
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Jike the dog, and to ufe their paws in various ways, but 













































likewife, by means of the web between their toes, to J often 
{wim with equal eafe. The manners of thefe animal & for ar 
are fo peculiar and extraordinary, that the account of § lie be 
tiem would be deemed a fiction, were it not accredited J parti 
by the teftimony of a fagacious and jearned obferver, & battl 
The affe€tion of the mother for her young is exceed. & far, | 
ingly great; and they, in return, endeavour to divert & thofe 
her by various kinds of frolicfome play. On feeing & land, 
hefe gambols, it feems as if they were exercifing feats & till a 

of wrettling ; one ftriving to give the other a fall; and & peril 
if the father comes up growling, he drives the wreftlers — prey 
afunder, coaxcs the conqueror, and even tries himfelf to J whi 
throw him to the ground: the greater the refiftance B is f 
fhown by the latter, the more ke gains the love of the | Wh 
parents, to whom, on the other hand, their flothful or FP abar 
timid children appear to give but little joy. Though off, 
polygamy prevails among the fea-bears, and fome of JF com 
them have as many as fifty wives, yet every one watches ma 
ver his offspring with uncommon jealoufy, and is ex. JB feiz 

bs ase furious if a firanger come too near to them, JB 2ga 
F.ven when they hie by thoutands on the beach, they are JB cre 





always divided family-wife i into companies, and in like 
manner they fwim together i in the ocean. The aged, 
who no longer have any wives, live folitary, and are, of 
ull; the moft grim : thefe frequently pa‘s a whole month 
on the fhore in fleep, without taking any food; but 
whatever apprcaches them, whether man or beat, they 
fail upon ook the molt outrageous fury. The fea 
bears, at times, wage bloody wars together, the ufual 
ground of hoftilit y being either the females or a good 
couching place. When two are contending againft one, 
others come up to afiift the weaker party, and during 
the combat, the {wimming {pe étators raife their heads 
above the water, and calmiy look on for a length of 
time, tillthey alfo find a motive for min igling in the 
jight. Sometin es thefe con flicting armies cover a tract 
on the fhore of two or three verits, and all the air re- 
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founds with their dreadful yells and growlings. It 
often happens that the combatants make an armiftice 


' for an hour, to recreate their forces, during which they 


ie befide one another without any danger; then both 
parties fuddenly rife up, each takes its place, and the 
battle begins anew with redoubled fury. This goes fo 
far, that they purfue one another into the fea, when 


| thofe of the viétorious party drag their enemies back to 


land, and put them to the torture of their bites fo long 
till at length they lie faint and exhaufted, and finally 


perith by the talons and beaks of the ravenous birds of 
P prey that are hovering round. The authority with 


which the hufbands rule over their wives and children, 
is frequently difplayed in a very tyrannical manner. 
When the wives, on being attacked by the hunters, 
abandon their cubs from affright, and thefe are carried 
of, the hufbands immediately ceafe from purfuing the 
common foe, and turn upon the mother, as if to de- 
mand an account of what is become of them; then 
feizing them with their teeth, dath them with violence 
againft the rocks. The wives, ftunned with the blows, 
creep and crouch at the feet of their defpots, and, ca- 
refling them, fhed abundance of tears. While the huf- 
band continues to feel his vexation, he goes growling to 
and fro, and rolling his eye-balls, juft as the land-bears 
are wont to do; but when his rage is abated, he then 
begins alfo bitterly to weep for the lofs of his young. 
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THE DRAMA. 


DRURY-LANE. 
a RSE eee es 


OCTOBER 3. New mufical entertainment, en- 
titled the Embarkation, was in- 


troduced this evening, the charaéters of which ftand 
thus: 


Captain Beverley . : Mr. Holland 
Midfhipman . . ° . Mr. Dignum 


Mutfhroom . ‘ ; Mr. Surmount 
Hokenfoken . . . . « Mr, Wewitzer 
.., eae . Mr. Sparkes 
Firt Dutchman... . Mr. Gry 
Firft Soldier . . . . . . Mr. Trueman 
O'Splathh . . ‘ Mr. Palmer 
Mamrod . . : Mr. Suett 
Jack Juniper. Mr. Bannifler 


ee Mifs De Camp 
eS , . Mrs. Bland 
Ree we so st sl + lf ger eee 


Mr. Frankiywn, the author, has laid the fcene of 
this piece occafionally in England and Holland, of the 
coafts of which there are fome pretty piéturefque views. 
The embarraffment of Mufhroom,a coxcomb, whofe cur- 
ricle is put in requifition on his read to Margate—the 
failing of the troops—the attack on the Helder—the re- 
leafe trom prifon of Eliza, the wite of Captain Bever- 
Jey, and the final victory of the Englifh, form the m4 
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lines of the ftory, which is embellifhed with the humour 
of Jack Juniper, a drunken failor; O’Spla/h, a blun- 
dering Trith Serjeant, and Hokenfoken, a phlegmatic 
Dutchman. 


The entertainment contains much life and buftle, nor 
jsit without humour ; the mufic alfo, by Mr. REEVE, 
has much to recommend it. All.the fongs were ap- 
propriate, and one very delicate air by Mrs. BLAND, 
was loudly enccred. 


By the lower part of the houfe this new produdtion 
was well received ; but the galleries were clamorous 
upon its being announced for fecond reprefentation. 


Since we committed the above fketch to writing— 
the expedition to Holland, has, in a meafure, failed. 
This circumftance, therefore, muft prove a confider- 
able impediment to the popularity of the Eméarkation. 
Indeed we fhould not wonder even, if it were with- 
held from further.exhibition. To fuchan iffue are all 
temporary pieces unavoidably expofed ! 


EE 
COVENT GARDEN. 


OcroBeR 7. A new mufical entertainment, by 
Mr. DispDtn, called the Naval Pillar, was produced 
here this evening ; and very favourabiy received. The 
intended pillar to be raifed, by national gratitude, on 
which are to be infcribed the atchievements of our na- 
val heroes, gave rife to this piece. The plot contains 
very few incidents ; but they are contrived to introduce 
certain fongs of an humourous caft and laughable ten- 
dency. Of thefe the moft whimfical and eccentric, is 
one by Ma. FAWCETT, reciting the adventures of Sir 
SypNey Smiru, and another by Mr. Munpewn, in 
the charaéter of a Quaker, being a bundle of proverbs, 
adapted to the prefent political ftate of Europe. . 

he 
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The firft fcenes of this entertainment exhibit a meet- 
ing of the failors and their {weethearts; then fi ucceeds 

a large club of failors, in which the Nawal Pillar forms 
a fubjeét for wit, fongs, and converfation, Jouv. 
STONE and INCLEDON are the principal agents in 
this bufinefs. A plain pillar is at the laft introduced, 
with the names of the moft celebrated admirals ona 
{croll, round which the failors and their fweethearts 
dance with peculiar feftivity. 

The Pii/ar now flies open, and difplays a moft mag- 
nificent and appropriate fpeétacle—coniifting of Bris 
éannia, perfonated by Mrs. CHAPMAN, under a rich 
canopy, with the figures of a failor and a foldier for fup- 
porters, pointing to the letters G. R. over a brilliant 
fun, which turns on the centre; fhrouded in clouds 
above, and furrounded by angels, is a medallion of 
Lorp Howe, and on columns on each fide of the ca- 


nopy, are medallions of our great living naval com. 
manders. 


From this fketch it appears, that the NAVAL Prt- 
LAR is one of thote palling effufions of the day, which 
derives its chief merit from the magnitude of events, 
in which ali our feelings are concerned. The capture 
of Alkmaar was alfo preffed into the fervice with the 
happieft effeét. The houfe was very full, and re- 
founded with applaufes, 
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PARNASSIAN GARLAND, 


FOR OCTOBER, 1799. 








TO CHARITY. 


ENIGNANT deity! whofe fparkling eyes 

With radiant luftre beaming, kindle joy 
In ev’ry countenance whereon they glance ; 
Why fcarcely theweit thou thyfelf amongit 
Earth’s habitants? Why is it that their hands 
Deal out fo fparingly thy noble boons, 
Yet copioufly lavith wealth, and time 
And future happinefs, on pleafures, vain, 
Fallacious, fraught with woe? Alas! for why 
Do public fpedtacles and crowded featis, 
Intoxication, riot, revelry, 
The gaming table and deftru€tive turf, 
Engage near fole purfuit, while thou, dear maid, 
And thy exalted works, neglected lie ? 
Is it becaufe the man of gen’rous mould, 
In practical benevolence employ’d, 
Experienees no delight, nor feels 
Thofe fweet fenfations which can footh the ills 
Jnimical to mortal’s perfeé&t peace ? 
Or is it rather that the hours we {pend 
In thoughtlefs follies and the giddy track 
Of diffipation, are from trouble free, 
Devoid of pain, and care, and that Ais mind, 
Who ’lifts himfelf the votary of vice, 
Ts ne’er o’er-fhadow’d with anxiety ? 
Ah me! the generality of men 

Vou. VIII. 
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Appear to act from reas’ning thus abfurd, 

And thus entirely falfe ; they feem led on 

By fenfuality, extravagance, 

And tafte for gaiety, to fhun thy paths, 

Celeftial charity ! as though vice crown’d 

Her followers with never-fading blifs, 

And virtue with remorfe. How blind are they ? 

How little notice take they of the fure 

Eventual certain confequence of good 

And evil; they have never {crutiniz’d 

The charaéter of him who vencrates 

Thee, goddefs, and thy laws! nor mark’d th’ effe& 

On his deportment, of thy influence ; 

The bofom which thy precepts govern, heaves 

With ev’ry noble feeling that can grace 

Man’s nature; they not only teach our hearts 

To pity indigent diftrefs, and hands 

To ’minifter relief, but eke command 

Exprefsly ev’ry nerve to be out-ftretch'd 

In foft’ning woe from other caufes fpringing. 

The charitable man, if forrows pierce 

His neighbour’s breaft, will haite to pour the bc 

OF tender friendfhip on his wounds, and eafe 

Their agony ; he mingles tears with his, 

And joins his grief, and, when fit feafun, point 

Th’ afflited eye beyond the grave, where grict 

Shall wet the cheek no more !—Yet not alone 

His friends and neighbours his affection fhare, 

Far wider than th’ horizon round his view 

His kindnefs reaches, and in one embrace 

He holds all nations, ev’ry clafs of men; 

Nor colour, tongue, nor clime, in his good-will 

Diftinétion mark, but each, by one God made, 

He owns his fellow creature, loves as fuch, 

Rejoices in his happinefs, bewails 

His mifery; and when that thirfty foe 

Of earthly comfort, fcourging war, deftroys 

The human race by multitudes a day; 

He fhudders at the tale, and thinks he hears 

The murd’rous cannons roar, the vanquith’d cry, 

The wounded thrick, the dying feebly groan, ‘ail 
nh 
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And gafp for breath, and mentally beholds 

“The mangled bodies of the wretched flain, 

‘¢ Strew in vaft heaps the defolated plain !’’ 

He weeps that man fo oft the victim falls 

To fellow-man’s ambition, and deplores 

The madnefs of thofe princes who to whim, 

To rage for conquett, or to pafiions pleas’d 

With blood and flaughter, can, without regret, 

Whole thoufands of their fubjeéts facrifice ; 

Their fubjeéts, whom as chiefs they fhould protect; 

Their fubjeéts, whom as fathers, they fhould love, 

Nor lefs he weeps, oh Charity! nor lefs 

Ambition execrates, when wand’ring thought 

Prefents wrong’d Afric’s picture to his mind; 

On the long catalogue of injuries 

Moft infamous, which her devoted fons 

Are daily fuff’ring from the barb’rous hand 

Of European wanton cruelty, 

His heated fancy dwells; before his eyes 

It paints the mis’ries of the fable race, 

And fhews him thofe enflav’d unfortunates 

Writhing in all the agoniz’d excefs 

Of intelleétual and corporeal pain, 

Laden with fuch calamities, o’erwhelm’d 

With fuch accumulated wretchednefs, 

As makes him tremble when he owns himfelf 

Of form and being like their vile tormentors : 

“ Oh God !”? exclaims he, heart-fhock’d, “ can thy 
*¢ werk, 

“‘ Thy greateft work, the wond’rous foul of man, 

“Which from thy hands creative, perfect came, 

** Be now fo thoroughly deprav’d, fo loft 

** In very wickednefs ; oh God! root out 

*¢ This foul degrading inhumanity, 

*€ Infernal brutalizing vice, and plant 

** Compaflion, mercy, pity, in its ftead !’” 

Thus prays he, and th’ Almighty on his head 
Permits, in fhow’rs of bleflings, to defcend, 
The grand reward of his philanthropy, 
A frame of difpofition fo ferene, 

Se calm and temperate, a mind poffefs’d 
Q2 
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Of fuch collected dauntlefs dignity, 

Unfhaken firmnefs, felf-dependant ftrength, 

That whether moving in the tranquil fcenes 

Of profp’rous eafe, or forg’d the rugged fteep 

Of fate adverfe to climb, ftill, nor feduc’d 

By fortune’s fmiles, nor bending ’neath her frowns, 

He proves that his all-comprehenfive eye 

Secs heaven’s juftice ev’rywhere prefide ! 

Does glitt’ring affluence his fteps attend } 

He deems himfelf the favour’d inftrument 

Of Providence, ordain’d to magnify 

His brethren’s happinefs, and executes 

Mott faithfully the gratifying tafk. 

Does poverty attempt to cloud his brow? 

The ghaftly tribe of evils in her train 

Tn vain opprefs him; ftedfatt he, unhurt, 

Unvanquith’d, unaffefted, unditmay’d. 

What though affliction in her direft form 

Terrifical, affail him with the force 

Of anger’d ocean’s wrath, he braves her rage 

Ymmoveable as rock-built Eddiftone ; 

His unimpreffion’d front, like Albion’s cliff, 

Made whiter and more brilliant by the ftorm ! 

Let ficknefs havock, dart-arm’d death approach, 

Amidft the mourning of his triends, his face 

With cheerful refignation fervid glows ; 

Deprefs’d by no forebodings, unalarm’d, 

His heaven-deftin’d fpirit cager burits 

Its cumbrous ligature of flefh, borne on 

The univerfal piaifes of mankind 

Afcends in glory, and with joy receiv’d 

By throngs angelic, near the throne of God 

Tn blifsful empyréan takes its place ! 

CHERTREA. 

réfeat 
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ON HEARING THE CRIES OF A CALF SHUT UPIN 
A SLAUGHTER-HOUSE™. 


OOR haplefs victim of oppreffive power ! 
In vain you raife the agonizing cry, 
{n vain for gentle mercy you implore, 
Alas! in vain, no helping hand is nigh. 


For thee, no friendly hand will bring relief, 

In pangs extreme thou mutt refign thy breath; 
Protracted torments mutt increafe thy grief, 

And add new horrors to th’ approach of death. 


How chang’d is now the fcene, fince, when o’erjoy’d 
Thou cheerful hail’dit the morn’s fweet orient beam, 
When thy fond mother homeward to thee hied, 
Full laden with the rich nutritious ftream. 


But now, alas! from her fond fide thou’rt torn, 
And here within this doleful prifon penn’d, 
Condemn’d in ling’ring agonies to mourn, 
In fruitlefs cries thy feeble breath to fpend. 


Fell luxury! fuch the miferies of thy reign, 
Such the dire carnage of thy horrid fway, 
Thy favage arts fpread flaughter o’er the plain, 
And cruelty and bloodfhed mark thy way. 


Oh! fhame, difgrace to Britain’s favor’d ifle, 
That in her courts fuch luxury fhould reign, 

How dare we hope that heav’n on us fhould fmile, 
While thus with cruelty our hands we fain! 


Maidfione. ANNETTA, 


* The barbarities practifed in killing thefe poor animals by 
repeated bleedings, refle&t difgrace on the promoters of fuch 
enormities, and cannot fail of exciting horror in every mind 
not totally Joft to all fentiments of humanity and benevo- 


nce, 
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RETIREMENT. 


H hide me from the city’s tirefome ftrife, 
In fome fecluded peace-bettowing vale ; 

Well may he hate this fpan of mortal life, 
Who feels like me how very falfe and frail 
Are all our hopes of human happinefs; 
The gala and the theatre, how ftale! 
The fong convivial—impotent to blefs, 
Nor wit refin’d, nor laugh-provoking tale, 
Nor all the gouds of luxury and drefs, 
Can charm his heart whofe peace of mind is fled. 
What then can filent folitude avail, 
The wood, the mountain, and the claffic fhade ? 
Js heav’n-born hope, content, or Delia there? 
Ah, no !—they can but echo my defpair. 


1 yn 


ORLAND®, 
| IC 





To 
A FRIEND, 


ON HIS EXCESSIVE GRIEF FOR THE LOSS OF 
AN AFFECTIONATE WIFE. 


HY from thine eyes do pearly tears diftil? 
Why déoops thy foul with forrow’s painful 
load, 
For one who refts fecure from human ill, 
Whom death hath fummon’d to his ftill abode ? 


True—fhe was ail that bounteous heav'n could give, 
True—fhe deferves thofe heavings of thy breaft ; 
A chafter being did not, could not live, 
A dearer confort no one e’er pofiett. 


But what can all thy tender grief avail > 

Can it recal her long-departed breath ? 
Reftore the rofes to her features pale ? 
Or roufe her from the awfu! trance of death? 
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In yon empyreal reaims her gentle foul 
Dwells amidft myriads of cherubic choirs, 
Where years of blifs for endlefs ages roll, 
“ And hymning feraphs found their golden lyres,”’ 


Then bid thofe forrows from thy breaft depart, 
They ferve but to impair thy mortal frame— 

Serve but to break the moft ingenuous heart, 
That ever glow’d with loye’s pure veftal flame. 


Lynn, May, 1799. W, CASE, JUN, 


EET 


ON FRIENDSHIP. 


HEN friend thip’s facred fympathies infpire, 
Who can refift the mufes kindling fire? 
Frnendthip! thou deareft bleffing heav’n beftows, 
Balm of all care and foftner of our woes ; 
Tat thy fhrine my willing tribute pay, 
And to thine honour confecrate my lay ; 
Thy form is lovely and thy fruit divine, 
For love, and peace, and joy, and truth are thine ; 
And kindred fouls, who feel this gen’rous flame, 
Enjoy a fund of blifs that wants a name : 
Ye fons of wine! who o’er your cups pretend 
Eternal fervice to your jovial friend, 
When the warm fumes forfake your reeking brains, 
| Say, of your boafted friendthip what remains? 
How oft, alas! what bitter hate fucceeds, 
What broken vows, and what atrocious deeds ! 
How oft in fmoke your vain profeffions end, 
And the fmooth flatterer fupplants the friend: 
’ Ye fons of int’reft ! whofe benighted fouls 
Are cold and dark as winter at the poles; 
Say, when your fav’rite point is once obtain’d, 
Your purfe replenifh’d and your neighbour’s drain’d; 
When pinching poverty diftraéts the breaft, 
Will then your friendfhip firmly ftand the teft ? 
Will friendthip then the needful aid fupply, 
And wipe the burfting tcar from forrow’s eye? 
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Friendfhip’s a pure, a heav’n-defcended flame, 
Worthy the happy regions whence it came ; 
The facred tie that virtuous f{pirits binds, 

The golden chain that links iunmortal minds ! 
Not the obfequious fop, whofe words beguile, 
Who lives or dics, as you or frown or fmile, 
Can feel the joys true amity imparts 

To gentle bofoms and to honeft hearts ; 

To vice and fhame, the charmer’s all unknown, 
He tives and REIGNS in virtuous hearts alone ! 


Suffex. L. H. 


Emcee — 


EPITAPH ON A LINNET, 


PRESSED TO DEATH WHILE CUTTING ITS TALONS, 


ENEATH this rude unfculptur’d ftone, 


A haplefs warbler refts his head ; 
Reader, reprefs the ttruggling groan, 
Nor figh to leave him with the dead. 


Born to enjoy as well as thee, 

And guiltlefs as th’ unfpotted breaft ; 
His days were peace and gaiety, 

And ey’ry clofing night was reft. 
Perch’d on the dew-befpangled fpray, 

His varied note the woodland cheer’d ; 
From morn to eve his jocund lay 

Around the peafant’s cot was heard, 


But ah! in vain he rais’d his fong, 
With callous heart and jaundic’d eye 

A tyrant plann’d the mighty wrong, 
And robb’d him of his liberty. 


Snatch’d from that dear delightful ftate, 
Where pleafure fmil’d the live-long day; 
Torn from his fond, his faithful mate, 
And borne to unknown fcenes away. 
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No tender partner fhar’d his woes, 

Nor cheer’d his bondage with a fmile; 
Day after day fucceflive rofe, 

But nought his anguifh to beguile. 


Within a gilded cage immur’d, 

The blaze of fplendour woo’d his fenfe ; 
But his indignant mind abjur’d 

The poor, the paltry recompentfe. 


The fenfe of joy no more to know, 
His much lov’d haunts no more to fee: 
His trembling twitter thrill’d with woe, 
His outrag’d heart with agony. 
Yet think not, whofoe’er thou art, 

That pity beam’d on ne’er a breaft ; 
One beauteous maid, with feeling heart, 
His daily wants each day redreis’d. 
Oh! had fhe lefs, fweet trembler, fear’d 

The fruit of bondage* to relieve, 
Then had this dirge been yet unheard, 
And fhe her lofs had fail’d to grieve, 


By danger rous’d, yet half afraid 
Ber fofter lily hand to truft, 

She fought another’s bolder aid !— 
That aid confign’d him to the duft, 


With rude and inexperienc’d grafp, 
The tuneful warbier as it prefs’d, 

Infant a fhort and breathlefs grafp, 
The agony of death confefs’d. 


Now foaring far away—the mind 

No more its wonted anguifh knows, 
And here the duft to duft refign’d, 

In flumbers {weet forgets its woes. 


* In the ftate of nature the talons of the feathered tribe are 
worn down by conftantly treading upon the earth, The in- 
creafed length which they acquire in the cage, and which it is 
frequently neceffary to fhorten, to prevent the bird’s being hung 
up by the heels, is the effect of the unnatural ftate in whic's 
they are placed, 
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And can’ft thou, reader, then bewail 
The broken bond, the captive free ? 

And can’ft thou ceafe the hour to hail, 
Which gave him back his liberty ? 


And thou, {weet maid, whofe rending figh 
The anguith of thy foul befpeaks ; 
Leain hence to wipe thy weeping eye, 
And footh thy bofom ere is breaks. 
W.#H. 


2 er A 


ON HONOUR. 


ONOUR’s fought by human kind, 
And reigns triumphant in the mind; 
But, ah! how many lofe the prize 
Becaufe true honour they defpife ; 
They feek for honour, deep imbru’d 
In widow’s tears or human blood, 
Forget that warlike honour mutt 
“¢ Fat-in their bloody {word like ruft :”” 
Such honour ne’er fhall gain applaufe 
By God’s divine and righteous laws; 
Where virTUE, that celeftial maid, 
To honour lends her cheerful aid, 
There BRIGHTEST honour may be gain’d, 
And LASTING GLORY be obtain’d, 
Wajfhington, J: JEFFERY. 
Suffex. 
ee 


TO THE WILD BROOK. 


NHEEDED emblem of the mind! 
When weeping twilight’s fthadows clofe, 

I wander where thy mazes wind, 

And watch thy current as it flows :— 
Now dimpling, filent, calm, and-even ; 
Now brawling as in anger driven— 
Now ruffi’d, foaming, madly wild, 
Like the vex’d fenfe of sonnow’s hopele/s child! 
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Befide thy furface now I fee, 

Reflected in thy placid breaft, 
Fluth’d fummer’s painted progeny— 

In {miles and fweets redundant dreft ; 
They flaunt their forms of varying dye, 
To greet thee, as thou paffeit by— 

And bending fip thy ample wave, 
And in its lucid lapfe their bofoms lave. 


While on thy tranquil breaft appears 
No freezing gale, no paffing ftorm, 
The fun-beam’s vivid luftre cheers, 
And /eems thy filv’ry bed to warm: 
The thronging birds, with am’rous play, 
Sweep with their wings thy glitt’ring way ; 
And o'er thy banks fond zephyr blows, 
To drefs with fweets the {malleft flow’r that grows. 


But when deftroying blafts arife, 

And clouds o’erfhade thy with’ring bounds, 
When fwift the eddying foliage flies, 

And loud the ruthlefs torrent founds ;— 
Thy dimpling charms are feen no more, 
Thy minftrel’s caroll’d praife is o’er— 
While not a flowret, funny-drett, 
Courts the chill’d current of thy alter’d breafi, 


Such is the HUMAN MIND! ferene 

When rortuNe’s glowing hour appears! 
And lovely, as thy margin green, 

Are buds of Hop—E—which FANCY rears: 


Then ADULATION, like the flow’r, 
Bends, as it greets us on our way; 
But, in the dark and ftormy hour, 
Leaves us, unmark’d, to trace our TROUBLED WAY! 


Auguft 3d, 1799. LAURA MARIA. 
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LINES 


Addreffed by a Gentleman to his Sifter, on her Return 
Home from paying hima Vifit. 


INCE Harriot, deareft friends muft part, 
a.) Permit your brother’s tender heart 
To with a fafe return ; 
May fortune blow with fav’ring gales, 
And fill with joy your fwelling fails, 
And never, never give the fmalleit caufe to mou, 
Till you this vifit may renew, 
May health be ever in your view, 
And on your fteps attend ; 
May fhe proteét your future years, 
From dire difeafe and loathfome fears, 
And prove your ever-conftant, ever-genial friend, 


May your {weet child the care repay, 


By ever keeping virtue’s way, 
What you for him endure ; 
And fhould your family encreafe, 
May their beft efforts never ceafe 
Your wants and griefs to leffen, and your joy t’enfure, 
In fine, may health be yours indeed, 
From ills and forrows ever freed, 
Till life itfeif fhall end; 
To hear of your profperity, 
Will greatly heighten every joy, 
Of him who ttyles himfelf your brother and your 
friend. 
Hackney, J.-F 
March 13th, 799. 
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Literary Review, 


Travels in Upper and Lower Egypt, undertaken by 
Order of the old Government of France, by C. §. 
Sonnini, Engineer in the French Navy, and Member 
of feveral Scientific and Literary Societies—Illuftra- 
ted with Forty Engravings, confifting of Portraits, 
Views, Plans, a Geographical Chart, Antiquities, 
Plants, Animals, Sc. drawn on the Spot, under the 
Author’s Infpefion. Tranflated from the French 
by Henry Hunter, D. D. In Three Volumes. 1\, 3s. 
Stockdale. 


N all ages of the world Ecypt has been a country 
diftinguifhed for its celebrity ; and the recent Ex- 
pedition of Buonaparte has awakened our curiofity 
afreth refpeéting it. We long to become acquainted 
with a region of the earth where the greateft of French 
generals has unfurled his ftandard, and oppofite to the 
fhores of which the greateft of Britifh admirals has ob- 
tained a moft unparalleled victory. 

This work, though tin€tured with no fmail portion 
of Gallic vanity, yet conveys fome very interefting in- 
formation. It leads us into a particular knowledge of 
the cuftoms and manners of the Egyptians, who are, 
certainly, a very fingular people. Works of this kind 
are beft eftimated by extra€ts—fentiments and ftyle 
fpeak for themfelves. 

The famous city of ALEXANDRIA is thus defcribed : 


it has been the fcene of many a revolution both in an- 
cient and modern times. 


Vor, VIII. R “& The 
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“ The new city, or rather the town of Alexandria, is built, 
the greateft part of it at leaft, on the brink of the fea. Its 
houfes, like all thofe of the Levant, have flat terrace roofs: 
they have no windows, and the apertures which fupply their 
place are almoft entirely obftru€ted by a wooden lattice pro- 
jecting, of various form, and fo clofe, that the light can hardly 
force a paffage. In thofe countries, more than any where elfe, 
fuch inventions, which transform a manfion into,a prifon, are 
real jaloufies (jealoufies, window-blinds). It is through this 
grate of iron or wood, fometimes of elegant conftruction, that 
beauty is permitted to fee what is paffing without, but eter- 
nally deprived of the privilege of being feen; it is in this ftate 
of hopelefs feclufion that, far from receiving the homage which 
nature demands to be paid to it by every being pofleffed of 
fenfibility, it meets only contempt and outrage ; it is there, in 
a word, that one part of the human race, abufing the odious 
right of the more powerful, retains in degrading fervitude the 
other part, whofe charms alone ought to have had the power 
to foften both the. ruggednefs of the foil and the ferocity of 
their tyrants. 

** Narrow andaukwardly difpofed fircets, are without pave- 
ment as without police ; no public edifice, no private build- 
ing arreft the eye of the traveller, and, on the fuppofition that 
the fragment of the old city had not attracted his attention, he 
would find no objeé in the prefent one that could fupply mat- 
ter fora moment’s thought. Turks, Arabians, Barbarefques, 
Cophts, Chriftians of Syria, Jews, conftituted a population 
whith may be eftimated at five thoufand, as far as an eftima- 
tion can be made in a country where there is no regifter kept 
of any thing. Commerce attracts thither befides, from all the 
countries of the caft, ttrangers whofe refidence is extremely 
tranfient. This motley affemblage of the men of different na 
tions, jealous of, and almoft always hoftile to each other, 
would prefent to the eye of the obferver a fingular mixture of 
cufloms, manners and drefs, if a refort of thieves and robbers 
could repay the trouble of obfervation. 

* You fee them crowd on each other in the ftreets, running 
rather than walking; they likewife baw] rather than {peak. 
I have frequently ftopped to confider fome perfons who had 
all the appearance of being agitated by violentrage: they gave 
to their voice all the intenfity which a broad and brawny ae 
coul 
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could fupply; their phyfiognomy wore all the traits of paf- 
fion ; their eyes f{parkled ; violent geflures accompanied modes 
of expreffion which feemed more violent. I approached them 
under the apprehenfion that they were going infantly to cut 
each others throats, and was aftonifhed to !earn that they were 
only driving fome petty bargain, that not a word was of a 
threatening complexion: that their exterior alone was in mo- 
tion; that, in a word, all this vehemence was only their nfual 
mode of buying and felling. 

“‘ This cuttom of giving to the voice the moit powerful in- 
flection of which it is capable, in fpeaking, is common to ale 
moft all the eaitern nations, the Turks excepted, whofe ha~ 
bits and deportment are more grave and compofed. There is 
no perfon amongft us but who muft have remarked that the 
Jews, that nation which has contrived to preferve its own 
character and ufages, in the midit of other nations among 
whom they have been difperfed, likewife {peak extremely 
loud, particularly to one another. If you except a few indI- 
vidua!s of them, whofe conftraint, in an affeéted imitation of 
our manners, fufficiently evinces that they are not natural to 
them, you fee them likewife, when they march through our 
ftreets, with the body ftooping forward, and without bending 
the knee, taking fhort but brifk and hurtied fteps, which come 
nearer to running than the ufual procefs of walking. They 
are found in Egypt, where they live in a ftate of abjeétion frill 
greater than elfewhere, fuch as we know them to be, avari- 
cious, dexterous, infinuating, and low cheaters. Their depre- 
dations are not likethofe of the Bedouins and the other thieves 
of Egypt, neither committed with manly intrepidity, nor with 
open violence: they are, as in Europe, ingenious fharping 
tricks, officious over-reachings which fill their own purfe, and, 
without making a noife, empty that of theirneighbour. Such 
are the Jews wherever 1 have met with them; in all places 
their indelible vices of character appear, fo long as they perfift 
m keeping within the line which they have drawn between 
themfelves and other nations; it is likewife obfervable, that 
in all places they practife the fame methods, the fame craft, 
the fame knavery, the real plagues of focial order; in a word, 
that fame infenfibility, that fame ingratitude, with which they 
have recently repaid the generofity and magnanimity of the 
French nation. 

“« Some 
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“ Some Jeweffes of Alexandria had, during my refidence 
there, opened their houfes for the reception of Europeans ; they 
were deficient neither in beauty nor wit: their fociety was by 
go means without its allurements, and if there was ground to 
accufe them of rather an immoderate appetite for filthy lucre, 
the diftintive charatteriftic of the male part of their nation, 
their impofition was at leaft more palatable, their decep- 
tions lefs provoking, and it was no difficult matter to for 
give them. 

“ It is abundantly obvious of what exceffes men are capable, 
who, in the moft ordinary tranfaétions, difplay the fymptoms 
of fury. When their foul is elevated, when it partakes of the 
impetuous movements of the body, they difdain all reftraint, 
Like an overbearing torrent, which ftrikes terror at once by its 
noife, and by the ravages which it commits, they abandon 
themfelves to all the vehemence of paffion; then it is they 
really approximate to the favage animals which come to dif- 
pute with them the poffeffion of the fands which they are 
equally eager and intelligent to ftain with blood. Hence the 
infurre@ions, the tumultuous riots by which Europeans have 
often fuffered fo feverely. It is worthy of being remarked, 
that this irritable charaéter, this pronenefs to fedition, likewife 
was, though with lefs rage, that of the ancient inhabitants of 
Alexandria. 

“ If there be altars dedicated to the demon of revenge, in 
Egypt undoubtedly are the temples which contain them: 
there fhe is the goddefs, or rather the tyrant of the human 
heart. Not only the generality of the men, whofe combina- 
tion conftituted the mafs of the inhabitants, never forgive, but, 
however fignal the reparation made, they never reft fatished 
till they have themfelves dipped their hands in the blood of the 
perfon whom they have declared to be theirenemy. Though 
they {mother refentment long, and diffemble till they find a 
favourable opportunity to glut it, the effects are not the Iefs 
terrible: they are not for that more conformable to the prin- 
ciples of reafon. If a European, or, to ufe their term, a Frane, 
has provoked their animofity, they let it fall without difcrimi- 
nation on the head of a European, without troubling them- 
felves to enquire whether the party were the relation, the 
friend, or even the compatriot of the perfon from whom they 
seceived the offence: thus they purge their 1efentment of os 

only 
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éenly pretext which could plead its excufe, and their vengeance 
is downright atrocity. 

“¢ Alexandria was ftill ringing, at the time of my arrival at 
that city, with the noife of an affafination committed, a few 
years before, on the perfon of the reprefentative of the French 
nation, in that port. A French hair-dreffer was taking the 
diverfion of fhooting in the environs of the town; an Arab 
picked a quarrel with him, which unfortunately terminated in 
his difcharging his piece at the Arab, and killing him. This 
murder was prefently noifed abroad. The people took fire, 
and, in their tranfport, refolved to facrifice every European they 
could lay hold of. Their fury was with no little difficulty ap- 
peafed, by delivering up the murderer to them, whom they 
hanged in the public f{quare; but an Arab, the brother of him 
who was killed, though a witnefs of the execution, did not 
think himfelf fufficiently revenged ; he bound himfelf by an 
oath to facrifice the firft Franc he fhould meet to the manes of 
his brother. 

“ All Europeans confined themfelves to their homes for 
three whole months, in hope that the wrath of this man would 
fubfide. Atthe expiration of that period, and on information 
fufficient to fet their minds at refl, they believed it fafe to go 
abroad. For eight days they appeared as ufual, in the city 
and in the country, and no one had been in the leaft molefted. 
The conful had not hitherto dared to fhew himfelf: at length 
he thought that he too might take the air, without running any 
ritk. He went to walk with a janifary of his guard on the 
bank of the canal. Unfortunately for him, the Arab who, 
with the fentiment of revenge carefully treafured up in his 
heart, went conftantly armed with a determination to gratify 
it, happened to be in the fame quarter. He approached the 
Frenchman, who was under no manner of apprehenfion, and 
€aftardly as cruel, brought him down to the ground by a gun- 
thot fired through his back. The janifary, inftead of taking 
vengeance on the affaffin, or at leaft of affifting the man whom 
it was his duty to protect, fled off as faft as his heels could 
carry him, and the unfortunate conful died of the wound a few 
hours after. The French merchants difpatched.a faft failing 
hoat to Conttantinople, to demand juitice, The Ottoman 
Forte fent officers with {trié&t and fevere orders on the fubject ; 
but thefe orders, at firft evaded, remained finally unexecuted. 
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The villain did not fo much as quit the city, but fhewed him- 
felf openly with impunity. The merchants were under the 
neceflity of concealing their refentments for the fake of their 
own fafety; and, befide the affront offered to the French nae 
tion by the unpunithed affaffination of her delegate, the na- 
tional commerce had to regret the expenditure of confiderable 
fums, fruitlefsly laid out in demanding a juft reparation. 

“ Events of this kind, unhappily, were not fufficiently rare 
to enfure the tranquillity of thofe who were obliged to live in 
Egypt, and in fome parts of Syria, where the people, befide 
their vicinity, have a confiderable refemblance to thofe of 
Egypt. Toward the end of Odtober, 1731, the Dutch drog- 
man or interpreter at Aleppo, was walking for amufement with 
his conful. The peafants of a village adjacent thought proper 
to accufe him of having occafioned the death of a young man 
who had drowned himfelf, and whofe body they were dragging 
out of the water. An accufation fo abfurd was fupported by 
the whole village. The cry for vengeance was univerfal, 
They fent a deputation to the Pacha of Aleppo, demanding 
that the Dutchman might be given upto them. The gover- 
nor refufed. The villagers ftirred up the populace of Aleppo, 
A formidable mob threatened to fet fire to the city, and to 
maffacre all the Francs, unlefs the drogman, who had fled for 
refuge.to the Pacha’s palace, was delivered upto them. That 
officer, though perfectly convinced of the Dutchman’s inno- 
cence, was obliged, in order to prevent the moft dreadful out. 
rages, to order the ill-fated European to be ftrangled, and his 
body to be given to the mutineers, who hanged it up ona 
tree. 

*¢ A wide extent of fand and duft, an accumulation of rub- 
bifh, was an abode worthy of the colony of Alexandria, and 
every day they were labouring hard to increafe the horror of it. 
Columns fubverted and feattered about ; a few others flill up- 
right, but ifolated ; mutilated {tatues, capitals, entablatures, 
fragments of every fpecies overf{pread the ground with which 
it is furrounded. It is impoffible to advance a ftep, without 
kicking, if I may ufe the expreffion, againft fome of thofe 
wrecks. It is the hideous theatre of deftruction the moft hor- 
rible. The foul is faddened, on contemplating thofe remains 
of grandeur and magnificence, and is roufed into indignation 
againit the barbarians who dared to apply a facrilegious hand 

to 
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to monuments which time, the moft pitilefs of devourers, would 
have refpectedy 


Pompey’s column is thus particularly noticed with pe- 
culiar vanity ; it is indeed a wonderful fuperftruture, 
and it appears to have been the head-quarters whence 
BUONAPARTE iffued orders for the capture of Alex- 
andria ! 


“ As you go out of the enclofure of the Arabs, by the gate 
of the fouth, the eye 1s ftruck with one of the moft aftonifh- 
ing monuments which antiquity has tranfmirtted to us. Proud 
of not having funk under the waftes of time, nor under the 
more prompt and terrible attacks of fuperftitious ignorance, 
rears its majeitic head, the grandeft column that ever exifted. 
It is of the moft beautiful and the hardeft granite, and is com- 
pofed of three pieces, out of which have been cut the capital, 
the fhaft and the pedeftal. I had not the means of meafuring 

it, and travellers who have gone before me are not 
perfeétly agreed on this point. Savary affigns to it a height of 
a hundred and fourteen feet*, whereas Paul Lucas, who de- 
clares he had taken an accurate meafurement of it, makes its 
ht no more than ninety-four feet +. This laft opinion was 
generally adopted by the Europeans of Alexandria. The 
height of the column was admitted there to be from ninety- 
four to ninety-five feet of France. The pedeftal is fifteen feet 
high; the fhaft with the focle, feventy feet finally, the capi- 
tal, ten feet; in all, ninety-five feet. The mean diameter is 
feven fect nine in = s. Admitting thefe proportions, the en- 
tire mafs of the column may be eftimated at fix thoufand cubic 
feet. It is well baditere that the cubic foot of red Egyptian 
granite, weighs a hundred and eighty-five pounds. The weight 
of the whole column, therefore, is one million one hundred 
and ten thoufand pounds, eight ounces to the pound. 

** However hard the fub Hance of the column may he, it hag 
not efeaped the corroding tooth of time. The bottom of the 
fhaft is very much damaged on the eatt oo and it is very 
eafy to feparate, on the fame fide, thin lamina from the pedef- 
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tal. It has been already remarked, that the hieroglyphics of 
Cleopatra’s needle were corroded on the face expofed to that 
point of the compafs. It is moft probably the effect of the 
wind blowing from the fea. Some have pretended, that on 
the oppofite face, that to the weft, a Greek infcription was 
difcernible, when the fun bore upon it; but with all the at. 
tention I could employ, it was not in my power to perceive 
any thing of it. 

“ The ground on which the pillar is raifed having given 
way, part of the pivot which fupports it has been laid open. 
Tt is a block of fix feet only in the {quare: it bears the weight, 
as acentre, of a pedettal much larger than itfelf; which proves 
the exaét perpendicularity of the whole. It too is granite, 
but of a fpecies different from that of the column. The peo- 
ple of the country had built round the pivot, in the view of 
ftrengthening the pedettal. This piece of mafonry, totally ufe- 
lefs, was formed of ftones of various qualities, among which 
fragments of marble, detached from the ruins of fome antique 
edifice, and fculptured with beautiful hieroglyphics, attraéted 
notice. While fome were exerting themfelves to prevent the 
falling of the monument, others, the Bedouins, as I was told, 
endeavoured tu bring it down, in the hope of finding treafure 
under its bafe when burft to pieces. For this purpofe they had 
employed the aétion of gunpowder; but very fortunately they 
had no great fkill in the art of mining. The explofion only 
carried away a portion of the mafon-work, fo idly intended to 
be a prop to the pedeftal. 

** Paul Lucas relates, that in 1714, a mountebank having 
got upon the capital with a facility which aftonifhed every 
body, declared it was hollow a-top*. We have fome years 
ago indications more pofitive on the fubjeét. Some Englith 
failors contrived to get upon the fummit of the column, by 
means of a paper-kite, which affitled them in fixing a ladder 
of ropes: they found, as well as the man mentioned by Pau} 
Lucas, a great round hollow in the middle of the capital, and 

noreover, a hole in each of the corners. It is therefore cer- 
tain, this chapiter ferved as a bafe to fome ftatue, the frag- 
ments of whichfeem to beirrecoverably lott. Some friends of M. 


* Journey of Paul Lucas, in 1714, vol. ii. p. 22. 
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Roboli, who had been French interpreter at Alexandria, have 
affured me that he had difcovered near the column, pieces of 
aftatue which, to judge from the iagments, muft have been 
of 2 prodigious magnitude ; that he had them conveyed tothe 
houfe occupied byt but that, notwithftanding the 
moft diligent refearche ible to procure the other 
pieces of it, he had ordere rii to be thrown into the fea, 
clofe by that fame houfe. They were fhewn to me, but it was 
impofhible for me to diftinguill any thing, for they are almoft 
entitely buried under the tand of the fea. I was farther ine 
formed, that thofe fragments of a ftatue, were of the moft beaue 
tiful porphyry. 

“ We have nothing beyond conjeéture, more or lefs fup- 
ported by evidence, re{pecting the Aira, and the motives which 
dictated the conftruction of the column of Alexandria. The 
name of Pompey’s Column, by which it is generally defigned, 
indicates the origin commonly afcribed to it. Czefar, we are 
told, ordered it to be erected, to perpetuate the memory of the 
victory which he had gained over Pompey, in the celebrated 
battle of Pharfalia. Relying on the teftimony of an Arabian 
author, Savary pretends that it was a monument of the gra= 
titude of the inhabitants of Alexandria to the Roman emperor, 
Alexander-Severus *. Finally, others afcribe the elevation 
of the Pillar to a king of Egypt, Ptolemeus-Euergetes. 

“Mr. W. Montague, whom his extenfive erudition and 
fingular adventures have raifed to celebrity, had formed, due 
ting his long refidence in the eaft, a new opinion on the fame 
fabjeét. He maintained that the column was the work of 
Adrian, another Roman emperor, who had travelled in Egypt. 
But he could adduce no proof in fupport of this affertion: 
withing, neverthelefs, to give currency to his idea, he was un- 
der the neceffity, in the view of perfuading others of the truth 
of what he had perfuaded himfelf, to employ a little ingenious 
fraud. I have the fact from a witnefs of undoubted veracity. 
The fly Englifhman had got one of his people to introducea 
{mall coin of the emperor Adrian, ina fpot agreed on, be 
tween the ground on which this pillar refts, and its fous-bafe. 
He afterwards repaired to the place, attended by a numerous 
company, and, after affected refearches, he dexteroufly un- 


¥ Letters on Egypt, vol. i. p. 37. 
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earthed the coin with the blade of a knife, and oftentatioufly 
difplayed it as an inconteftable proof of the truth of his pofi- 
tion, He fent an account of the difcovery to his own country, 
where it did not meet with much credit, and indeed hardly 
could, with perfons who knew the column. The Greeks, it 
is true, from the time of Adrian, had diffufed over Egypt the 
principles of a beautiful architecture, and of elegance in all 
the arts. A judgment may be formed of this from the te 
mains of the city which that very emperor had caufed to be 
built in the upper part of that country, in honour of Antindus, 
a young man celebrated in ancient hiftory for his extraordi- 
nary beauty of perfon, and his generous devotednefs to a Ro- 
man who has been more cried up than he deferves. The co- 
lumns which ftill fubfift at AntinGe are cut with greater deli 
cacy, and have forms more elegant than that of Alexandria. 
Not that this laft wants beauty ; but its principal merit con- 
fifts in the prodigious magnitude of its dimenfions, and the 
truly aftonifhing enormity of its mafs. 

“* The fame cunfaderations which fuggeft a doubt refpeting 
the afciiption of this pillar to the time of Adrian, apply fill 
more forcibly to that of the Emperor Severus. Abulfeda, 
quoted by Savary, only fays, “ Alexandria poffeffes a re- 
nowned pharos, and the column of Severus *.”” He adds not 
a word more, and dees not fo much as point out the fpot 
where the column of Severus was reared. The city of Alex- 
andria contained fuch a number of columns, that it is impof- 
fible to afcertain to which of them the paffage of the Arabic 
hiftorian is applicable. Alexander Severus traced his pedigree 
up to Alexander the Great: it was natural for him to prizea 
city founded by the conqueror his anceftor, and it is by no 
means wondertul], that he fhould endeavour farther to embel- 
lith it by works of various defcription, to fupply the place of 
fuch as had been thrown down or deitroyed, with thofe which 
had already rendered it fo magnificent. On the other hand, 
on comparing the column dedicated to Severus, and ftill ex- 
ifting in the ancient city of Antinde, with that of Alexandna, 
we fhall find it impoflible to conclude that they are both of 
ene and the fame period. The hieroglyphics with which the 
gtanite-pivot, the immoveable {upport of the column, is fculp- 


* Defcription of Egypt, Savary’s tranflation. 
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tured, farther appear a new proof of the period of its elevation, 
much more ancient than the reigns of Adrian and Severus, and 
they indicate a production of the moft remote antiquity. This 
confideration, united with the filence of hiftorians on the fub- 
jet, feem to throw back to an /Era more diflant than that of 
the defeat of Pompey, the conftruction of the column which 
bears his name. If amidft thefe uncertainties, which, in de- 
fiance of the refearches of the learned, frequently involve the 
paft and the future in the fame obfcurity, { durft venture to 
hazard an opinion of my own, I fhould be tempted to afcribe 
the honour of the ereétion of the column of Alexandria to the 
ancient times which produced fo many prodigies m Egypt, to 
thofe AEras when myriads of men were employed, for years to- 
gether, in tranfpoiting maffes of ftone, the movement of which 
feemed to exceed human ftrength, and to demand the exer- 
tions of beings more than moital. 

“ Whatever be in this fentiment, it would be difficult now 
to change the appellation fo long afhixed to the column of 
Alexandria, and, whatever good reafons may be alleged to the 
contrary, itis very probable it will ftill retain the name of 
Pompey’s Column. Neverthelefs it is likewife probable, that 
pofterity will recolleét that this column was the head-quarters, 
from whence Buonaparte iffucd orders for the efealade and 
capture of Alexandria; that the bodies of the heroes who pee 
tifhed as the victims of their own bravery, are depofited round 
the pedeftal, and that their names are engraven upon it; it is 
likewife probable that, more ftruck with the genius of the vic- 
tory, and of the fublime combinations conneéted with it, than 
with that which has conferred celebrity on ancient Egypt by 
her works of ftupendous magnificence, abforbed in the immor- 
tality of the French nation, fhall be difpofed to fix the Aira of 
this dawning glorv, and that to future ages the columa of Pome 
fey thall be the column of the French Republic ! ! 


RoseTTA isanother town of celebrity in Egypt, and 
we muft indulge our readers with an account of it; the 


length of it will not be difpleafing to the inquifitive 
mind. 


“ Roffetta not having, like Alexandria, an immediate com- 
munication with the fea, you do not find it {warming with 
thofe 
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thofe multitudes of foreigners, of adventurers, of dangerous 











yate r 
men, whofe agitation, tumult, and uproar are their element, in co 
and which render a refiance, at the city laft named, fo very ted 1 
difagreeable. Remote from the buftle of fea-ports, and from eulti 
the frequent political convulfions of Cairo, its inhabitants idea 
were abundantly peaceable. Not that the European was there Us, t 
fecured entirely from infult: he. had, at times, difagreeable rude 
circumftances to encounter, but they were flight in compati- entrt 
fon with thofe which perfecuted him at Alexandria, and which the t 
abfolutely oppretfed him at Cairo. The filly and ridiculous 7 
pide which perfuades the Mahometans that they alone of kev, 





mankind are adopted by the Deity, that they are the only per- 









fons to whom he ought to open his bofom, a pride which the ot! 

doctors of the law or the priefls, the vaineit and moft intole- banc 
rant of all men, took great care to foment, was the principal cont 
fource of thofe unpleafant attacks. The Turk defcribes the to 
European by no other epithet than that of infide/; the Egyp- ed, 

tian Muffulman, {till coarfer, treats him merely as a dy, the 
With him, Cériffian and dog were two terms fo exadtly fyno- Tbr 


nimous, and in fuch frequent ufe, that no attention was paid 
to the difference, and that they were indifcriminately em- 








eben by perfons who had no intention to offer an infult. that 
uropeans, in the ufual drefs of their own country, were like- bore 
wife expofed, at Roffetta, to be hooted at, in the more popu- robe 
lous quarters of the town, and to be purfued with repeated the 
Shouts of Nouzrani, Nazarene. The Jews likewife under. mak 
went there thofe petty perfecutions, and, though ftationary in- nith 
habitants of the country, were much worfe treated in it than it i 

the Chriftians of Europe. But that nation is compefed of dee lefy 
graded individuals, and deferves to be defpifed, inafmuch as goes 
infenfible to contempt, to the difgrace accumulated on them and 
by wave upon wave, they fuffered themfelves, if I may uf con 
the expreffion, to be deluged with it, provided you left them bac 
the facility of glutting their vile and infatiable thirft of gold. very 
Habited in the oriental ftyle, they were obliged, in Egypt, to cen 
wear a head-drets, and to be fhod, in a peculiar and appro- wit 
priate manner; but what principally diftinguifhed them, was fine 
the tufts of hair, or of beard, which they were forced to let ky 

grow, and to keep up, clofe by the ear, on both fides of the g! 

face. Mott of the merchants were Turks or Syrians; theie fu 
were fome likewife from Barbary. The Cophts, that degene- \ 

rate 
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ice, defcended from the ancient Egvptians, refided there 
in confiderable numbers. Some Arabs too were domettica- 
ted in that city, and the plains adjacent were inhabited and 
eultivated by the fe//aks; a term which, in Egypt, conveys an 
idea of contempt, as in ancient times that of /reesant was with 
us, to which it correfponds, when the intention is to exprefs 
rude se grid and grofs ignorance. The chicf command was 





entrufted to an officer of the Mamelucs, to whem they gave 
the title of .4ga. 

“ The moft ordinary paftime here, as well as all over Turs 
key, is to fmoke and drink coffee. ‘Fhe pipe is never from 
the mouth from morning to night : at adheres in the houfes of 
ini the ftreets, on horfeback, the lighted pipe is fill in 
ind the tobacco-pouch hangs always at the girdle. Thefe 
ce two great objects of luxury ; the purfes which ferve 















to tain th ¢ proy ifion, are of filken ftatis richly embroider- 
ed, and -s of the pipes, of au exceflive lengthy are of 
the rareft, and, for the mott part, of the {weerett fcented wooed, 


I brought home one made of the idiniineth e, which is more 
: feetlong: it may convey an idea of the beauty of the 
jafmmes of thote agen fecing they pufh out branches of 
that length, ftraight, and fufficiently large to admit of being 
bored. The pipes of more common wood are covered with a 
f fi ied with threads of gold. The poor, with whom 





ral 
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of sohacce i is a neceffary of firft rate importance, 
fF fimple tubes of reed. The top of the pipe ts gar- 
h a fpecies of mock alabafter, and white as milk: 
‘ntly enriched with precious ftones. Among perfons 
nt, the place of this is fupplied by faucets. What 
goes into the mouth is a morfel of yellow amber, the mild 
and {weet favour of which, when it is heated or lightly preffed, 








ycontributes toward correéting the pungent flavour of the to- 


bacco. ‘To the other extremity of thoie tubes are adapted 
very handiome cups of baked clay, and wheih are commonly 
denominated the nuts cf the pipes. Some of them are marbled 
with various colours, and — over with geld-leaf. You 
find them of various fizes : thofe in mott general ufe through 
Egypt are more capacious; they are, at the fame time, of 
greater diftention, Almoft all of them are imported from 
Turkey, and the reddifh cl ay of which they are formed is 
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found in the environs of Conftantinople. There was a Turk 
at Roffetta who excelled in this fpecies of manufafure. I 
took great pleafure fometimes to look over him while at work: 
a great diverfity of {mall tharp- -pointed tools ferved him toim- 
prefs, with exquifite delicacy, various defigns on the clay inits 
ftate of foftnefs; but the procefs was ‘ and tedivus : his 
pipe-nuts accordingly fold very dear. Thad fome from him 
which coft me fo high as fix franks (five fhiliings) a — 
Some of them were covered with acapital pierced full of ‘ho 

in form of a perfuming pan. This Turk, who had liv a a 
good deal at Conftantinople, was not deftitute of addrefs 5 his 
fhop was the refort of the moit confiderable peifonages of Rof- 
fetta; he was a great friend to the French, and he employed 
his credit to procure for me the means of travelling comfort- 
ably through Lower Egypt. 

“ Tt is difficult for Frenchmen, efpecially for thofe who are 
not in the habit of fcorching their mouth with our fhort pipes 
and ttrong tobacco, to conceive the poflibility of f{moking all 
day long. Firit, the Turkith tobacco is the beft and the mi 
deft in the world; it has nothing of that fharpnefs w hich, in 
European countries, provokes a c nrinual d {pofition to {pit ; 
next, the length of the tube into which the f{moke afcends, the 
odoriferous quality of the wood ef which it is made, the am- 








le 


ber tip which goes into the mouth, the wood of aloes with 
which the tobacco is perfumed, contribute more towards its 
mildnefs, and to reuder the {m« it totally inoffenfive in 
their apartments. he beautiful women, accordingly, take 
pléafure in amufing their vacant time, by prefiing the amber 
with their rofy lips, and in gently refpiring the fumes of the 
tobacco of Syria, embalmed with thofe of aloes. It is not 
neceflary, befides, to draw up the fmoke with a {trong fuction, 
it afcends almoft pont aneoufly. They put the pipe afide,, 
they chat, they look about, from time to time they apply it 
to the lips, and gently inhale the fmoke, which immediately 
makes its efcape from the hali-opened mouth, Sometimes 
they amufe themfelves by fending it through the nofe; at 
other times they take a full mouthful, and artfully blow it out 
on the extended palm, where it forms a fpiral column, w hich 
it takes a few inftants to evaporate. The glands are not 
pricked, and the throat and breaft are not parched by an in- 
cefiant 
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ceflant difcharge of faliva, with which the floors of our 
{mokers are inundated, They feel no inclination to fpit, and 
that affection, fo cuftomary with us, is, in the eaft, confidered 
as a piece of indecency in the prefence of perfons entitled to 
fuperior refpect: it is, in like manner, looked upon as highly 
unpolite to wipe the nofe while they are by. 

“ The Orientalifts, who are not under the neceflity of la- 
bouring, remain almofl always in a fitting pofture, with their 
legs croffled under them; they never walk, unlefs they are 
obliged to do fo; and do not ftir from one place to another, 
without a particular objeé& to put them in motion. If they 
have an inclination to enjoy the coolnefs of an orchard, or the 
purling of a ftream, the moment they reach their mark they 
fitdown. They have no idea of taking a walk, except on 
horfeback, for they are very fond of this exercife. It is a great 
curiofity to obferve their looks, as they contemplate an Euro 
pean walking backward and forward, in his chamber, or in 
the open air, re-treading continually the felf-fame fteps which 
he had trodden before. It is impoffible for them to compre- 
hend the meaning of that going and coming, without any ap- 
parent object, and which they confider as an aé& of folly. The 
more fenfible among them conceive it to be a prefcription of 
our phyficians that fets us a-walking about in this manner, in 
order to take an exercife neceflary to the cure of fome diforder. 
The negroes, in Africa, have a fimilar idea of this practice, 
and I have feen the favages of South America laugh at it 
heartily among themfelves. It is peculiar to thinking men ; 
and this agitation of the body participates of that of the mind, 
as a kind of relief to its extreme tenfion. Hence it comes to 
pafs that all thofe nations, whofe head is empty, whofe ideas 
are contracted, whofe mind is neither employed, nor fufcep- 
tible of meditation, have no need of fuch a relaxation, of fuch 
a diverfion of thought, with them, immobility of body is a 
fymptom of the inert ftate of the brain. 

“ Thofe who are oppreffed by want of employment, and 
this is the heritage of the rich, retire to the gardens, of which 
I have prefented a fketch, and, evermore feated, delight them- 
felves with breathing a cool and balfamic air, or liftening to 
wretched mufic. If they do not choofe to go out of town, 
they repair to one of the coffce-houfes, of which we fhould 
form a very erroneous ideay in judging of them by our own, 
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It is a mere tobacce-fipoking rendezvous, totally deftitute of 
decoration, and in which nothing abfolutely is to be found, 





EXC vs coffee and a live-coal to light the pipes. Mats are 
ad for the company yand thefe places of refort 
cena by the men of all nations who refide in } 
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es the name of converfation: a few words 
only drop occafionally. The Turk is cold and t 
looks down on every other nation with difdain. The African 
is lets difpoted to fil ‘nce, but likes to follow the example 

the Turk, and thofe who are not Muffulmans, take no pain 
to fhun the appearance of a fervile fubje@tion to the tatte : 
their tyrants. With the pipe in one hand, a cup of coffee 

the other, they flowly wath down, every four or five whiffs of 
tobacco, with a gulp of coffee. Dancing girls, buffoons, ex- 
tempore declaimers, come to tender their fervices, and to eam 





abitof money. There is fearcely one of thofe haunts but 
what attraéts to it fome Rory-teller by profeflion, who is never 
h talking, nor his auditors with liftening to him. Th 
larrations of thofe indefatigable orators are, for the moft part, 
very infipid and tirefome. The Arabian writers, however, 
from whom their flories are borrowed, fometimes furnifh them 
with fome that are excellent. 








tired wit 





“* Ifa perfon be ever fu little known, he can fcarcely p pafs 
through a ftrect without being invited iny and requett ed to 
drink coffee. This expreffion of politenefs is to fuch a degree 
a matter of habit, that thofe who do not poffefs a fingle grain 
of coffee, fuch as the gardeners of Roffetta, never fail to make 
an offer of it, though you would embarrafs them exceedingly 
by accepting it. They donot make ute of utenfils of iron for 
roaiting the beans of the coffee-plant: it isin an earthen vel 
fel that this operation is performed. They afterwards pound 
them in a mortar of earthen-ware or wood, which preferve 
their perfume much better than by reducing them to powder 
inamill. The vicinity of Arabia renders it perfectly eafy to 
provide themfelves with the excellent coffee which it produces, 
In the opinion of delicate palates, forty beans are little enough 
to make one cup fit for drinking ; and no where do you meet 
with it fo highly flavoured, They do not fuffer it to ftand 
ftill a moment. When it has boiled three times over the tire 
and drawing off fucceffiveiy, and at each boiling, a cotk ee 








full with a long handful, they pour it into cups, and theughtt 
be 
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be not quite clear, there is no reafon to regret the want of fugar, 
which it is not the cuftom at this place to mix with it.” 


Mr. Sonnint, though he has thus minutely de- 
{cribed the cities of ALEXANDRIA and ROSETTA, is 
by no means favourable to cities of any defcription. He 
therefore accompanies his delineation with thefe fpi- 
rited refleétions : 

“ After the eye has wandered with delight over a portion 
of the briiliant agriculture of Egypt, it is reluctantly brought 
back to the interior of crvres, There it is the picture of 
fertile and generous nature; here we are prefented with the 
facrilegiuus efforts to contradict and violate her, of men inca- 
pable of relifhing of enjoying her beauties. There fenfations 
the gentleft and the moft pure, follow each other in rapid 
fucceflion, and delicioufly fill the feeling foul. Here the 
mind is fhocked at the hideous afpeé of the vices which do- 
mineer in a fociety equally degenerate and corrupted. But [ 
have engaged to prefent, without difguife, my obfervations of 
every kind; and thofe which have a reference to the manners 
of the exifing Egyptians, ought to finda place in a general 
defcription.’’ 

From thefe extraéts our readers may forma tolerable 
judgment of this work, which feems to have been wer- 
thy of the excellent tranflation it has received. The 
induftry and activity of the French in the advancement 
of arts and fciences, are to be warmly commended. But 
we cannot admire their confummate vanity ; nor do we 
applaud their luft of empire, by which they are led to 
difturb the peace of other nations, and to involve their 
comforts in one common deftruction. Thefe Travels 
were made by SONNINI inthe year 1778; and we une 
derftand that the favourable reports of this gentleman 
led Buonaparte to undertake his celebrated expedition 
Into Egypt. 
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The General Apiarian, wherein —— humane, and 
advantag eos Mi ethod of obtaining the Produce of 
Bees, without defh oping themyis pointes 1 out, 1n a Se- 
ries of Letters to a Friend. By F. Ifaac, Secretary 
ty the Apiarian Society. ‘Trueman, Exeter ; John. 


fon, London. 2s, 6d. 








HE title of this little work fully explains its nature 

andtendency. Its ingenious author feems to un. 
derfiand his fubje&t, and conveys in a fmall compafs 
much ufeful information. The dee is, in every refped, 
worthy of our admiration, and of the value of this in- 
duftrious animal Mr. Haac is thoroughly apprifed. Tiir- 
tcen letters comprife the work, where the principal to- 
pics relative to this fubjeét are difcuffed with good fenfe 
and fimplicity. Two engravings accompany the publi. 
cation, which are neatly executed. 

We are aware that our readers in general may find 
little interefi in the cultivation and management of bees, 
but to their fting we are ail equa ay expoled. We fhall, 
spenehets tranicribe the remedy here fpecified, conf. 
dent that the benevolent author has here brought it for. 
ward in full perfuafion of its efficacy.— Nothing will, 
in all cafes, prevent fcalding and inflammation in fome 
people, when they are ftung ; but the following is the 
belt remedy 1 am acquainted with. Take out the fling 
immedtaicly, rub the wound w = aith broad cloth or 
other cioth, and then prefs andy ub upon it the bee which 
a flung you, or any other bee deprived of its fling. lf 

his be don e quickly, little or no fwe ing will take place. 
But when the part has fwollen, ftri ke it frequently 
with Goulard’s extraét of lead, harthhorn, or vinegar. 


Letters 
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Letters written from various Parts of the Continent, 
between the Years 1785 and 1794, coniaining a Va-~ 
riety of Anecdotes relative to the prefent State of Li- 
terature in Germany, and the celebrated German 
Literati 5; with an Appendix, in which are included 
Three Letters of Gray’s, never before publifhed in this 
Country. Tranflated from the German of Frederick 
Mathifon. By Ann Plumptree, Tranflator of feve- 
ral of Kotzebue’s Plays. 78. Longman. 


THE popularity of thefe Letters in Germany, occa- 

fioned their tranflation into our language, and they 
certainly contain many pieces of information, which 
contributed to our entertainment. It appears that the 
Germans are lofing that dull phlegm for which they 
were diftinguifhed, and are beginning to make a con- 
fiderable figure in the literary world. 

The following account of Mr. Giboon will enter. 
tain the reader, though we lament its brevity : 

“ Laufanne, 1789. 

“ Tyefterday vifited Gibbon. His exterior is very ftriking, 
he is tall and athletic, but withal fomewhat unwieldy in his 
motions. His countenance is one of the moft ee ng 

phyf ognomical phenomena imaginable, on account of the ir- 
regular proportions of every part to the whole. His eyes are 
fo {mall that they form the moft inflexible contraft with his 
high and ftately-arched forehe: id: his flat nofe is almott loft 
between his full projecting cheeks, and his very long double 
chin makes a face already rn what of the longett fill more 
ftiiking. But notwithitanding thefe irregui aritiesy Gibbon’s 
countenance has an uncommon expreffion vf dignity, and: 
{peaks at the firft glance the deep and acute reafoner. Nothing 
can exceed the Gamay x animation of his eyes. 

“ Gibbon has thoroughly the addrefs and manners of a po- 
lithed man of the world; he is coldly polite, fpeaks French 
with elegance, and has acquired (which is confidered as a real 
phenomenon in aa En glith man) almoit the pronunciation of 

5 the 
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the Parifian Literati. He littens to himfelf with great com- 
placency, and always {peaks flowly, becaufe he firft confiders 
with care every fentence that he utters. He pieferves the fame 
unaltered mien in all circumftances, w hether pleaiait or un 
pleafant » and hears with a like fteadinefs of feature, a tale of 
joy, or a ftory of the deepeft woe, nor, while I was with him, 
did his countenance once vary into a fmile, not a 
that the converfation Jed him to relate a very humorous 
rence. The moft exceflive punétuality and order reigns 










thre me shout his houfe, his fervants mutt difpatch their bu 
finefs toa minute, or they run the hazard of being difmiffed 
Of this exaétnefs he fets them the example himfelf, for his 
day is divided like that of the Anglo-Saxon 
goes, at the ftriking of the clock, to work, to table, or into 
company, nor continues at any of thefe employments one mi- 
nute longer than the unalterably eftabliithed order of the day 
allows. A hair-dreffer was difcarded becaufe he came a few 
minutes after the time appointed; his fuccetfor in order to be 
perfectly fecure came a few minutes too foon, but he fhared 
the {ame tate, and the third only who entered the houfe-door 
as the clock {truck was retained. 

** Gibbon is at prefent employed in making a catalogue of 
his library, in which are many choice and expenfive works, 
particularly excellent editions of the clafiics ; and in general it 
as confidered as one of the beft private libraries ever collected, 
His firft work that he publifhed was written in French, while 
he was very young, and he to!d me it was become fo fcarce, 
that a copy was lately fold at an auction for two guineas, al- 
though it was only a fmall pamphlet. It was among the 
ruins of the Capitol that he firft planne d writing The Hif- 
Zory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empi ire€ a and he 
has with manly perfeverance run the moft laboiious career ever 

urfued by any hiftorian. 

“Our converfation foon turned from the ancient Englith 
Niterature, wherein he fhewed very great know ledge, to the 
German. Gibbon, one of the greatett fi holars of our age, 
whom nothing worthy of attention which has been produce d 
in England, France, Ital y, or Spain, almoft in every branch of 
human learning, has efcaped, yet betrays an extremely con 
fined knowledge of the hiftory of our language and literatures 
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ior had even heard of the German imitations of ancient me- 

He mentioned Algarotti’s Treatife on Rhyme, in which 
the author, entirely pafling over the Germans, only enumerates 
ie unfuccefsful attempts at hexameters made by the Englifh, 
French, and Italians. JI was induced by this to enter on 2 
t fketch of the hiftory of our language: I recounted the 
pid improvement made in it within a few years, and con- 
cluded with mentioning a German Odyffey, in which the 
tranflator has not only preferved the metre, and number of 
sin the original, but in many of the hexameters retained 
the very feet. My memory was faithful enough to enable me 
to repeat both the Greek, and German, of the two celebrated 
verfeson Sifyphus rolling his fone, from the eleventh book 
of the Odyfley. 

“ Notwithitanding his ignorance of the German language, 
he could not but be convinced, merely from his ear, of the 
matterly conftruction of both thefe hexameters, nor can I de- 
fcribe his attonifhment, as he made me repeat them many 
times over. He immediately conceived fo high an opinion of 
the improvement of our language, and of the gigantic progrefs 
of our literature, (as he expreffed himfelf) that he declared his 
refolution to learn German as foon as he fhould be fufficiently 
at leifure. 

“T hope you will feize the firtt opportunity of becoming 
perlunally acquainted with this celebrated man, whofe houfe 
is the refort of the moft feleét focicty, and of all intelligent 
foreigners that come into thefe parts. I embrace you with my 
whole foul.” 

In our next Number will be given the Three Letters 
of Mr. Gray, replete with fenfibility. 











Pocms on various Subjeds, by R. Anderfon of Carlifle. 
3s. Clarke. 
HIS poet is felf-educated, and therefore his pro- 
duétions muft not be feverely fcrutinized. We, 
however, are pleafed with many parts of this little vo- 
lume, and can recommend it to our readers. In his 
Preface he profeffes himfelf, with modeity, to be defti- 
tute 
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tute of learning, and is occupied in a department of 
the calico-printing bufinefs. His lines may, on the 
whole, be read with pleafure ; and the following, taken 
from his piece entitled the So/dier, breathes an amiable 
and affecting ftrain of fenfibility : 


“*O ye! who feel not poverty’s keen gripe, 
But loll with luxury on beds of down; 

While the poor warrior on the fun-burnt heath 
Or frozen plain, in fleeplefs anguith lies ! 
Think, think of him, the victim of your eafe; 
And when he ’fcapes the gore-ftain’d field where death, 
So oft a friend, the HERO frees from pain: 
Attentive hear the wounded wanderer’s tale, 
Nor mock, with fcorn his honourable fears ; 
But let compaffion pour foft pity’s balm 

Into the wounds which only death can cure |” 


2 a I ea 


A Sermon occafioned by the Death of the Reverend 
Fofeph Towers, L.L. D. delivered at Newington 
Green, June 2, 1799, by the Reverend James Lind- 
Say ; to which is added the Oration delivered at his 
Interment, by the Reverend Thomas Fervis. Johns 
fon. 


ME. Lindfay (the fucceffor of Dr. Fordyce) and 
Mr. Jervis (the fucceffor of Dr. Kippis) have here 
paid a handiome tribute of refpeét to the memory ofa 
man whofe talents and virtues enfured to him no in- 
confiderable degree of approbation. Of the late Dr. 
Towers we have already given ample memoirs in our 
Mifcellany for iaft June; we have therefore only to 
add, that this publication does much credit to its re- 
fpeétive authors. The fermon is eloquently written, 
and the oration was every way fuited to the melan- 
choly occafion. 
In the fermon the preacher has ably ftated the doc- 
trine of our immortality, and thus burits — a 
train 
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ftrain of exalted piety: ‘ Infidel ceafe! tread not with 
daing ftep and cruel purpofe that hallowed ground, 
which upholds, and upholds well whatever wiidom or 
affeétion values moft. Refpeét at leaft the fenfibilities 
ofa wounded fpirit, and leave to the mourner in Zion, 
0! leave him that faith which alone can reconcile him 
tothe death of others ; which alone can fortify his cous 
rage in the profpeét of his own, which alone can fill his 
heart with peace and joy in believing. 

“But why betpeak the forbearance of infidelity, when 
we may fecurely defy its moft inveterate enmity? We 
arecovered with the armour of God; we wield the 
weapons of everlafting truth. We ftand upon that rock 
againft which the gates of hell fhall not prevail. We 
knowin whom we have believed, and that he is able to 
keep the good thing which we commit to him till the 
fir dawning of that morn, which thall give us back all 
that has been excellent in wifdom and in virtue ; all that 
has been pleafing to the eye of fancy, or dear to the 
heart of aifeétion.”’ 





ures on a Work, entitled an Effay on Philofi- 
phical Neceffity, by Alexander Crombie. Thefe 
Siri@ures ave comprifed in Three Letters, addreffid 
to the Reverend T. Twining, to whichis added an 
Appendix, fhewing in various Particulars, the Af- 
fintty chere is between Neceffity and Predeftination. 
By John Golledge. Jvhnfonand Dilly. Price 1s. 


Is defence of thefe abftrufe fubjeéts, Liberty and Ne- 
cefity, writers of the greatefi ability have appeared ; 
and it is almoft impoffible to underftand all their intri- 
cate fpeculations. Mr. Crombie wrote an able vindi- 
cation of Neceffity ; and now Mr. Golledge has come 
forward with no {mall ingenuity to refute it. He deems it 
to be nearly allied to predeftination, and therefore preg- 
nant 
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nant with mifchief and dine, Mr. Golledge dif. 
plays great fhrewdnets in moft of his remarks, and hes 
evidently paid confiderable attention to the controverfy, 
It is not for us to determine where the truth lies 
on fo profound a fubjeét ; and‘it is remarkable that the 
perplexity of the theme feems to have troubled axgei 
minds, according to the reprefentations of the grea 


Milton : 


*¢ Others apart fat on a hill retir’d, 
In thoughts more elevate, and reafon’d high 
Of Prev wean. cRnow 
Fi xd fi ite, free-w dge abjolut 
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To us thort -fighted mortals, therefore, the fubreé 
muft appear dart, and we refer the folution of the: 
difficulties to a more enlightened {phere of being. 















TO CORRESPON 
ee 


Eleanor and Mary, the Effay on Poetry, Mufic, and Dancirz, 
and the Ejay on Riches, fhall be inferte es alfo Cfvis’s Com- 
munications. We fhould wifh to know to what length his 
Tale is to be extended. The Letter, by Triffram, is under 
Confideration. Lines toa Lady playing on the Piano Fo 
and on the Falling Leaf, thall have an admiffon. The L 
on Buonaparte ave a wretched compofition, Lvening and ‘© 
rvydon are under confideration, 

To the proffered obfetyations on the Tragedy of Pizarro, we 
fhall pay due attention, 
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